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From Death to Life 


By Irene Frances Hammer 


John 5:24; 20:30, 31; Rom. 6:23; Acts 13:38, 39 


O ROMISH priests I often knelt, 
Confessing sin and guilt; 
I never heard that Ciod’s dear Son 
For me His blood had spilt. 


Rosary beads and scapulars, 
Candles, Mass, and stations — 

All these were mine, by money bought; 
I trusted these oblations. 


But oh, I didn’t know The King, 
The One whom God had sent, 

The precious Lamb, for sinners slain, 
Who up to Calvary went. 


But when that good news came to me, 
Of Christ, ’twas like a knife; 

It opened wide my heart to Him, 
I passed from death to life. 


There is a testimony from the author on the 
next page. 


a 


How To Meet Discouragement 

Diagnosis is half the battle against 
disease. The common cold still takes 
a heavy toll among office and factory 
workers in lost hours and general mis- 
ery because the germ or virus that 
Causes it has not yet been isolated. Doc- 





tors have found some remedies that will 
alleviate symptoms in some people, but 
no speedy, sure cure that will work in 
all cases has yet been found. Discour- 
agement in the spiritual realm is some- 
thing like the common cold in the phys- 
ical: not fatal, but very weakening: it 
is hard to cure quickly, because efforts 
to trace the source often miss the mark. 
Richard Sibbes, one of the great Puritan 
writers who has previously been quoted 


in these columns, deals well with dis- 
couragement in a Section of his treatise 
on “The Bruised Reed and Smoking 
Flax.” He asks, “Whence are, then, dis- 
couragements?” and answers: “1. Not 
from the Father, for He hath bound 
Himself in covenant to pity us as a 
father pitieth his children (Psa. 103:13), 


father our weak en- 
wanting in the 
leave to 


and to accept as a 
deavours: and what is 
strength of duty, He giveth us 


take up in His gracious indulgence, 
whereby we shall honour that grace 


wkerein He delights, as much as in more 
perfect performances. 2. Not from 
Christ, for He by office will not quench 
the smoking flax. We see how Christ 
bestoweth the best fruits of His love 
upon persons, for condition mean, for 
parts weak, for infirmities, nay, for 
grosser falls, offensive: thus it 
pleaseth Him to confound the pride of 
flesh, which usually taketh measure of 


first, 


< 


God’s love by some outward excellency. 
Secondly, thus He is delighted to shew 
the freedom of His grace and His pre- 
rogative royal, that whosoever glorieth, 
may glory in the Lord (1 Cor. 1:31). 
In the eleventh to the Hebrews, among 
that cloud of witnesses, we see Rahab, 
Gideon, and Samson, ranked with Abra- 
ham the father of the faithful (Heb. 
11:31, 32). Our blessed Saviour, as He 
was the image of His Father, so in this 
He was of the same mind, glorifying His 
Father for revealing the mystery of the 
Gospel to simple men, neglecting those 
that carried the chief reputation of wis- 
dom in the world. . 3. Neither do 
discouragements come from the Spirit; 
infirmities, and by office 
(Rom. 8:26). If He con- 
and so humbleth us, it 
make way to shew His 
office of comforting us. Discouragements, 
then, must come from ourselves and 
Satan, who laboureth to fasten on us a 
loathing of Such a clear diag- 
nosis of the true source of discourage- 
ment should enable us to lift up our 
heads and exclaim with Paul: “What 
shall we then say to these things? If 
God be for us, who can be against us? 
He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not with him also freely give us all 
things?” (Rom, 8:31, 32.) 
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Ill. Power in Prayer 


This is the third in a series of editorials by Dr. W. Graham Scroggie on 
“Things That Matter Most.” 


RAYER is a much more wonderful 
P thing than most people imagine, 
and we can practice it aright only 
by knowing what its features and func- 
tions are. Some idea of these is given 
in such a passage as, “I exhort therefore, 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“For the mountains shall depart, 
and the hills be removed; but my 
kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of 
my peace be removed, saith the 
Lord that hath mercy on thee” 
(Isa. 54:10). 























that, first of all, supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men” (1 Tim. 2:1). Here 


ways in which prayer may function are 
indicated. In the main there are five 
such, and I name them in a certain order 
of relation to one another. 


1, WORSHIP 
“God is a Spirit: and they that wor- 
ship him must worship him in spirit and 
in truth.” “The true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: 
for the Father seeketh such to worship 


him” (John 4:24, 23) 
Now, worship is just contemplation 
and adoration of God the Father. But 


how can we conceive of God who is 
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Spirit? Only throuch the medium of 
revelation: and so, for this holy exercise 
we must turn to the pages of Scripture, 
wherein God is revealed. A single pas- 
sage will suffice for illustration. When 
you can be alone and quiet for a while, 
contemplate the unveiling of the divine 
set forth in Revelation 1:13-16. There 
are here nine lines of description, each 
of which we should worshipfully medi- 
tate upon. The garment to the feet tells 
of official dignity; the golden-girt breasts, 
of pure love; the white hair, of perfect 
holiness; the flaming eyes, of consuming 


knowledge; the brazenlike feet, of 
righteous judgment; the voice as the 
sound of many waters, of absolute 


authority; the right hand with the stars, 
of sovereign administration; the sharp 
two-edged sword, of searching truth; 
and the countenance as the sun, of tran- 
scendent glory. If, at the same time, 
or later, you will look up the references 
attached to these lines, in the Revised 
Version with Revised marginal refer- 
ences, you will receive a vision of God, 
revealed in Christ, which cannot but 
lead into a deep spiritual experience; 
and there are scores of such passages 
awaiting our contemplation. 


2. CONFESSION 


“If we confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive” (1 John 1:9). This 
naturally follows on the other, for it is 
only when we see God as He is that 
we see ourselves as we are. It was when 
Isaiah saw the glory of God that he said, 
“Woe is me” (chap. 6); and it was when 
the prodigal thought of the father that 
he said, “I will arise and go to my 
father, and will say unto him, Father, I 
have sinned.” Holiness reveals sin, and 
worship leads to confession; and if in 
your life there is little confession, it is 
because there is little visicn, and little 
worship. Study the great confession pas- 
sages of Scripture; for example, Psalm 
51. 

3. PETITION 

“Ye have not, because ye ask not.” 
“Ask, and it shall be given you” (Jas. 
4:2; Matt. 7:7). This follows the other 
two. Vision of God, and sense of need, 
will lead to request. If we believe that 
God has, and is willing to give, what we 
need, we, surely, will ask Him for it. 
It is only and always at the point of con- 
fession that “my need and His great 
fullness meet.” There are many Scrip- 
tures that teach us what we should ask 
for, and we should collect and use these. 


4. INTERCESSION 

This follows on the other three. Hav- 
ing seen God, having seen ourselves, ard 
having had our personal need supplied, 
we are fit and free to take the need of 
others to the Throne of Grace. In peti- 
tion two are engaged, the soul and God; 
one to speak, and the other to hear; but 
in intercession there must be three at 
least, the one who speaks, the One 
spoken to, and the one spoken for. 
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There is a genealogy of prayer, so that 
where there are not worship, confession, 
and petition, there cannot be interces- 
sion. No one who is not concerned 
about his own soul will be concerned 
about the souls of others. Whether or 
not one intercedes is an indication of 
his spiritual whereabouts. 

Intercession is the most far-reaching 
ministry that one can exercise, and there 
is no one who may not exercise it. To 
pray for others is at once the privilege 
and duty of all Christians. The Bible 
is full of examples of intercession, and 
these should be carefully studied: Abra- 
ham’s, Moses’, Daniel’s, Ezra’s, Nehe- 
miah’s, Paul’s, and Christ’s. Then, a list 
should be made of subjects and names 
for intercession, so that definiteness may 
be given to our praying. 


5. THANKSGIVING 


I think it will be seen that this com- 
pletes the circle, and crowns the pro- 
gram. Divine praise to God issues from 
all the foregoing, and brings us round 
again to worship; indeed, it is a form of 
worship. No better help in this regard 
can be found than in the Psalms, which 
is, really, the Book of Common Prayers. 

Let us remember that answers to 
prayer are conditioned; that the divine 
promises rest, as a rule, upon definite 
precepts. We have no right to ask God 
to “open the windows of heaven and 
pour us out a blessing,” regardless of 
the context. He says, “If you will bring 
the whole tithe into the storehouse, I 
will open you the windows of heaven.” 
“If you will... I will.” If, then, we 
would have the promise fulfilled, we 
must obey the precept. Too often 
prayer becomes a substitute for action. 

Now, as no one can learn to play an 
instrument merely by listening to it 
being played, or to paint, merely by 
walking around an art gallery, so, no 
one can learn to pray just by reading 
and studying the best of prayers. One 
best learns to pray by praying; praying 
in the Holy Spirit. 

(To be continued) 
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Notes on Open Letters 





A Testimony From 
the Author of the Poem 


RS. Irene Frances Hammer, author 

of the poem on the first page of 
this issue, and Mr. Hammer are mem- 
bers of the staff of Shelton College, 
New York. When Mrs. Hammer was 
asked whether the verses came out of 
her own experience, she wrote: 


Yes, the poem is written because of 
my own experience. I was born and 
brought up— until eighteen years of 
age — under the “yoke of Rome.” 

I was led to Christ through the re- 
man, working in the 


buke of a youn 
me. I operated the 


same office wit 
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switchboard. I would tell lies for some 
of the folks. They would not want 
their friends to know that they were 
in and I'd gladly and willingly say, 
“Sorry, she’s not here today.” 

This young man tried to convince 
me that these were lies. I tried to 
convince him that I was doing a good 
turn for friends. He won, after six 
months of “preaching” to me—and 
telling me what God says in His Word. 

You'll be interested to know that I 
was saved on a most unthinkable 
night. It was the night that this young 
man had consented to go with me (for 
the first time in his life) to a Roman 
Catholic church. There was to be a 
week of lessons on “Why I Am a Cath- 
olic and Why You Should Be One.” 

We went from the meeting to my 
home. There again he pointed out to 
me that God had spoken and I was 
to hear His Word and not the word 
of a church or a system of religion. 

So, being convinced, I knelt beside 
the archbishop’s chair (gift to my 
father) and received the King of kings 
into my heart, and passed from death 


to LIFE. 
I have never lost the thrill of 


KNOWING that my sins were nailed 
to that accursed tree and that God 
loved me and planned for me, before 
the foundation of the world, 

In case you haven’t guessed it— 
Yes, the man in the case is H. E. Ham- 
mer. We were married about a year 
after I was saved. 


ve 


What Is Meont 
by a “Second Blessing ’’? 


Could you inform me through Notes 
on Open Letters, or in any other way, 
concerning the vital arguments for and 
against the “second blessing,” as un- 
derstcod by such advocates or oppo- 
nents as could be named?—A New Jer- 
sey reader. 

There are several different teachings 
concerning a “second blessing,” which 
means a second work of grace subse- 
quent to regeneration: (1) the baptism 
of the Spirit, evidenced by speaking in 
tongues; (2) baptism of the Spirit for 
power in service; (3) a distinct experi- 
ence of “the fulness of the Spirit”; (4) 
an experience of entire sanctification or 
cleansing, sometimes explained as the 
eradication of inbred sin. 

Arguments in favor of these teachings 
include the following: the apostles at 
Pentecost were born of the Spirit, but 
had a marvelous new experience when 
they were baptized by the Spirit; Sa- 
maritans believed in Christ when: Philip 
preached, but received the Holy Spirit 
when Peter and John laid their hands on 
them (Acts 8:1-17); the beiievers at 
Ephesus received the Holy Spirit when 
Paul laid his hands on them (chap. 19: 
1-7); Christians are commanded, “Be 
filled with the Spirit” (Eph, 5:18). 

The New Testament sets forth as God's 
will for Christians a life of triumph, a 
life lived in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
a life with supernatural results in Chris- 
tian service. Many truly born-again 
Christians are conscious of defeat, and 
long to enter into victory in fellowship 
with God, power over temptations, fruit- 


(Continued on page 308) 
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|. The Jew and His Homeland 


How prophecy is being fulfilled today 


By L. 





ANY of those — though not all — 

who believe that the Church will 

go through the coming Tribula- 
tion declared emphatically that the Jew 
would never return to his own land. 
They must be in a quandary now that 
the Jewis* return is gathering momen- 
tum. There are million there 
today, and the Israeli Government pre- 
dicted that there would be an influx of 
300,000 in 1950. Of they have 
to tighten their belts; but they will put 
up with it because they are back in their 


over <& 


course, 


homeland. 

When Robert Ingersoll lived, he made 
great sport of the Jewish question. He 
mockingly spoke of God who was sup- 
posed to have promised Abraham that 
Palestine would be an everlasting 

He often shouted from the plat- 
“Where is the God cf Abraham 

Ingersoll lived sixty ago. 
dare to repeat 


pos- 
session 
form, 

now * 
He would 
remarks now 


a years 


not his sar- 


castic 


Why Israel Must Return 

When God promised Abraham that his 
would the land from the 
Eevpi to the great river Eu- 
(Gen. 15:18), He never set a 
Through Moses the Lord 
prosperous land, and a 
blessed people, if they truly followed 
Him. He threatened that if they for- 
sook His ways and worshiped other gcds, 
He would scatter them among. all 
nations: the land would lose its rainfall 
and become a desert Also 
they went they would be 
They failed Him and all these judgments 


seed 
river cf 
phrates 
time limit. 
promised a 


possess 


wherever 
persecuted. 


came to pass, 

But because God had unccnditionally 
had confirmed it by an 
land 


promised, and 


oath, that the would be possessed 


by them forever — though no time limit 
was set— the people of Isracl must re- 
turn. We have promise after promise 


that they will be brought back cut of 
all countries where they have been scat- 
tered in a cloudy and dark day (Ezek. 
34:12). These prophecies can be found 
in many Biblical passages. In addition 
to all this, the Lord prophesied that 
when the Jews returned all] the curses 
upon the land would be changed into 
blessings. As we see the Jews returning 
in such large numbers there evi- 
dences that God's are being 
fulfilled? 


Miracles are taking place in 


are 


promises 


Palestine 


today. We shall deal with two definite 
proofs, 
1. The Reinfall.—This was a sign of 


and the withhelding of it 
a sign of God's judements Through 
Jeremiah the prophet the Lord said, 
because of Israel’s sin, “Therefore the 


God's blessing 


This is the first in a series of three 
articles by Dr. Sale-Harrison on the 
development of Palestine in recent 
years. He has traveled there him- 
self and has made extensive pro- 
phetic studies relating to the Jew- 
ish people. One of his best known 
books is “The Coming Great North- 
ern Confederacy” (16th edition, Van 
Kampen Press; may be ordered from 
the author, 5203 18th Ave., N.E., Seat- 
tle 5). The second article will be 
published next week. 








showers have been withhclden, and there 


hath been no latter rain” (3:3) In 
Deuteronomy we read “And it shall 
come to pass, if ye shall hearken dili- 
gently unto my commandments which I 
command you this day that I will 
give you the rain of your land in his 
due season, the first rain and the latter 
rain, that thcu mayest gather in thy 
corn, and thy wine, and thine oil” (11: 
13, 14). The warning continu “Take 
heed to vourselves, that your heart be 
not deceived, and ye tur sice, and 
serve other gods, and worship them; 
and then the Lord's wrath be kindled 
against you, and he shut up the heaven, 
that there be no rain, and that the land 
yield not her fruit” (vs. 16, 17). 

When Israel did turn aside from fol- 
lowing the Lord, that curse came upon 


the land and most of it was turned into 


a desert It is a country strategically 
situated, between east and west and north 
and scuth of the old world: yet it has 
been an utter desolation for so many 
centuries, 

Had the Lord forgotten His promises 
to Abraham that his seed would possess 
that land foreve (Gen, 13:15.) Cer- 
tainly the Lord never fails in fulfilling 
everything He promised. But how could 
they ever possess that land if it were 


to be a perpetual desolation? That would 
be no fulfillment at all. The Lord must 
remove the cursed drought, or His prom- 


ises would be dead letter. The early 
rain, which ccmmences in October and 
prepares the ground for the seed, and 


the latter rain, which falls in March and 
April and gives fullness to the ripened 
harvest, must return if God’s prophecies 


are to be literally fulfilled. 


We read in many Scriptural passages 
that God promised this very thing. One 
prophecy from Joel will suffice: “Be 


glad then, ye children of Zion, and re- 
joice in the Lord your God: for he hath 
given you the former rain moderately, 
and he will cause to come down for you 
the rain, the former rain, and the latter 


rain in the first month” (Joel 2:23). 


SALE-HARRISON, D.D., F.R.G.S. 


One may ask, When does this take place? 
The twenty-seventh verse clearly shows 
that the time is when Israel is back in 
her own land: “And ye shall know 
that I am in the midst of Israel, and that 
I am the Lord your God, and none else: 
and my people shall never be ashamed.” 
If the rain comes down in Palestine, and 
the Lord says that this is a sign that He 
is in the midst of Israel, then Israel must 
certainly be back there. It is not then 
surprising to know that when the Jews 
began to go back the rainfall began to 
increase. The early rains came more 
copiously, and the latter rains began to 
fall for the first time for centuries. 
When in Palestine I 
secured an official document, giving me 
the rainfall 


asked for and 
recorded for ten 
a number of The most striking 
was in Jerusalem, where in the 1922-23 
season the rainfall was 187.0 millimeters 
and in the 1928-29 season it had ricen 
to 623.9 millimeters. Surely this is 
proof of the remarkable fulfillment oj 
prophecy. 


years in 


cities 


one 


Even as early as March 2, 1927, th 
municipality of Jerusalem, of which on}, 
three out of twelve members were Jew 
— asked Lord Plumer, who was then the 
high commissioner, to come up to the 
Solomon, standing on hich 
ground between Bethlehem and Jeru- 
salem (Eccles. 2:6), and hcld a public 
thanksgiving to God for the miracle that 
had been performed. “When measured, 
these pools were found to contain over 


Pools of 


sixty million gallons.” 


Why Rainfall Is a Fulfillment 


Some may question the miraculous as 


pect of this unusual occurrence; but 
when one realizes that God sets the 
time of this (that is. when the Jew re- 


turns to his own land), we must accept 


it as a miracle, for it did not take place 


until the real regathering of Israel had 
commenced. 

In Scripture the time element often 
establishes an act as miraculcus. Take 


the case of the Children of Israel cross- 
ing the Red Sea. The account states that 
God caused an east wind to drive back 
the waters of the Red Sea (Exod. 14:21) 
Because it is recorded that cen- 
turies ago an east wind drove back the 
waters of the Red Sea and made it dry 
part of the way across, critics say that 
the Israelites took advantage of such an 
occurrence. Scripture refutes this It 
distinctly states that God caused the east 
wind to make way for them to cross 
over, just when He wanted it: and He 
caused it to die down at the time He de- 
sired. In the same way God holds back 
the latter rains over Palestine until His 
ancient people begin their final return. 


some 
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The production of soil is so wonderful 
that we know from Amos 9:13-15 that 
the Jew will never be driven out again. 
After Amos prophesies of the future re- 
markable fertility of the soil, he states, 
“And I will plant them upon their land, 
and they shall no more be pulled up out 
of their land which I have given them, 
saith the Lord thy God.” 


2. Fountains in the Land.—In the an- 
cient days the Patriarchs dug wells for 
their water supply. But Isaiah speaks 
of fountains: “In the’ wilderness shall 
waters break out, and streams in the 
desert. And the parched ground shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty land 
springs of water” (35:6, 7). The prophet 
does not say “wells,” but “springs.” The 
literal translation cf the Hebrew word 
is the word “fountains.” Isaiah also 
states the reascn and the time of its ful- 
fillment. In verse 10 we read, “And the 
ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting 
joy upon their heads: they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away.” 

One fully recognizes that Isaiah 35 
specks cf the time when full millennium 
blessings will be experienced; but my 
contention is that now, as Israel! is re- 
turning to her own land, the Lord is 
already beginring to send His bounties 
which will see their completion in the 
millennial age. 

There are two other Scriptures in Isa- 
iah to which I shall now refer. In chap- 
ter 41 the Lord promises great blessings 
to Israel when in their own land, and 
in verse 18 we read, “I will open rivers 
in high places [bare heights], and foun- 
tains in the midst of the valleys: I will 
meke the wilderness a pool of water, 
and the dry land springs of water.” The 
word “springs” is also the word for 
“fountains.” A more striking passage 
is Isaiah 43:19: “Behold, I will do a 
new thirg; now it shall spring forth; 
shall ye not know it? I will even make 
a way in the wilderness, and rivers in 
the desert.” Lest some may infer that 
this latter verse refers to the giving of 
the Spirit, let us see also verse 20, “The 
beast of the field shall honour me, the 
dra‘-ns and the owls: because I give 
waters in the wilderness, and rivers in 
the decert, to give drink to my people, 
my chosen.” When does this miracle 
take place, and what is the import of it? 
Verses 5 and 6 give the time when this 
new thing takes place: “Fear not: for 
I am with thee: I will bring thy seed 
from the east, and gather thee from the 
west; I will say to the north, Give up; 
and to the scuth, Keep not back: bring 
my sons from far, and my daughters 
from the ends of the earth.” Therefore 
the time of this fulfillment is when the 
Jews go back into their own land from 
the nations of the earth. 

The second questicn we have raised is, 
What is the import of all this? What 
is the explanation of the word “foun- 
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tains” which Isaiah prophesied? Some 
years e°o a Mr. Bloch, a Jewish engineer 
and oil man, came from California to 


Palestine. He began to bore, first in the 
desert of Esdraelon. Just as the work- 
men were beginning to move in the di- 
rection of Megiddo, water was found 
everywhere, and a new thing had really 
happened. Artesian springs began shcot- 
ing up their liquid treasure, and bar- 
renness gave place to fertility, and fruit- 
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fulness that gladdened the heart. It was 
difficult at that time to find an artesian 
well. But today thousands are dotting 
the land. 

The Lord did not say that this new 
blessing would not come by natural 
means; but He did state that it would 
come only when the Jews’ return gained 
momentum. Is it net glorious to live in 
this day of marvelous fulfillment? 


(To be continued) 


IX. Counsels for Young Pastors 


Pulpit craft, or the art of preaching 


§ pen word “craft” has a varied signifi- 
carce, but it is used here in the sense 
of “art,” “power,” “skill,” and we are 
assuming that preaching is an art, and 
that the preacher must become skiliful 
at his task if he would be a power among 
men, 

Of course effectiveness in the pulpit 
is dependent on many factors, and he 
who takes his work seriously will not 
neglect any of these. Dress, deportment, 
voice, and gesture have something to 
contribute to the total effect of one’s in- 
fluence as a preacher. Because early im- 
pressions are important, the preacher 
should pay attention to detail. There is 
no need for a minister to be expensively 
dressed, but he shculd be well dressed. 
To appear in the pulpit unkempt and 
slovenly is an offense against good man- 
ners and an index to character. There 
is no need to be clerically dressed, but 
one should be suitably dressed. For the 
pastor to appear in sport clcthes will not 
attract anyone, and may repel not a few. 

And a preacher’s behavior in the pul- 
pit is important. One can be serious 
without being solemn, and joyful with- 
out being jaunty. The carriage and de- 
Christ’s ambassador have 
some bearing upon his message, and 
should be congruous with it. As to one’s 
veire, all that need be said is that each 
of us, by training and practice, should 
make the best of what we have. If a 
men’s voice is quite unsuitable for public 
speaking, he may safely conclude that 
he has not been called to that task. 

Another matter of great importance is 
gesture in the pulpit. Not a little has 
been written on this, and nothing better 
than in Spurgeon’s Lectures to his stu- 
derts. It will suffice to say here that 
the preacher should study to avoid both 
awkwardness and artificiality. 

But. in this article, I am thinking more 
of the preacher’s matter and message 
then of his manner, and of the necessity 
of his doing his utmost to make himself 
“a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed.” 

Of course, one might look at a mas- 
terwork of art for a millennium and yet 
never be able to paint; but that is no 


meanor of 
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reason why an artist should not study 
great creative works. In like manner, 
while reading books on preaching will 
not make a preacher, it were very fool- 
ish for a preacher not to read books on 
preaching. Preaching is a craft, and the 
preacher should be a craftsman — that 
is, he should know what his job is, and 
should know how to do it. I am not 
saying that every preacher does know, 
but that he should. As a matter of fact. 
many preachers do not know how to 
preach, and that indictment relates not 
only to their matter, but also to their 
manner. Often good matter is spoiled 
by a bad manner, and sometimes bad 
matter is concealed by a good manner. 
Sometimes, let us hope rarely, both mat- 
ter and manner are bad: and sometimes, 
let us hope frequently, both matter and 
manner are good. In any case, we who 
preach should study how to preach, That 
what we have to say is good is no rea- 
son why we should say it in a way that 
offends good taste or common sense. If. 
when people go to hear a preacher, he 
speaks in such a way that they cannot 
hear him, they have real ground for 
complaint; or, if he speaks in terms that 
are not commonly understood, he need 
not wonder if they come not again; or, if 
he presents his message, however good, 
in such a form that nothing is given to 
the average mind to lay held of, he can- 
not wonder if there is a lack of interest. 

Some preachers have a natural “gift,” 
and, alas, some of them trade upon it. 
But no man is so gifted by nature as to 
render it unnecessary that he should cul- 
tivate his gift. All our powers should 
be thoroughly disciplined, or they may 
come to be as spoiled children. But if 
the gifted preacher should study his 
craft, certainly he should who is less 
generously endowed. Every preacher is 
not a Spurgecn. or a Joseph Parker, or 
a Henry Ward Beecher, or an Alexander 
Maclaren, or an Alexander Whyte. If 
each of these, so richly endowed, dili- 
gently studied how to preach, how much 
more should the average man. By dis- 
cipline and diligence one may attain to 
success in this greatest of all callings, 
dependence on the Holy Spirit being as- 
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sumed. But though one should study 
books on preaching, and learn all one 
can from living preachers, he should al- 
ways be himself, and not an imitator. 
The pew demands voices, not echoes. 
“Preaching,” said Phillips Brooks, “is 
truth through personality,” and your 
preaching must be truth through your 
personality, and not through some other 
person’s. One can be a disciple without 
being an imitator: one can follow the 
best standards without the sacrifice of 
individuality, and what can be, should 
be. 

There is nothing more sacred than 
one’s individuality, and it should be 
sacredly safeguarded and _ disciplined. 
“The greatness of an artist or a writer 
does not depend on what he has in com- 
mon with other artists and writers, but 
on what he has peculiar to himself,” and 
that is true of the preacher also. It is 
better for you to cultivate your own gift 
than to covet someone else’s; your time 
will be better spent in self-discipline 
than in self-depreciation. God has made 
and endowed you and me, so why should 
I wish to be you, or why should you 
wish to be me? You have a contribution 
to make that none other can make, but 
if you would make it, you must be a 
voice and not an echo. 

But again let me say, the preacher 
should study carefully the technique of 
his craft, and read frequently the great 
masters of his calling. Read Spurgeon’s 
“Lectures to His Students”; Broadus’ 
“On the Preparation and Delivery of 
Sermons”; Garvie’s “The Christian 
Preacher,” and also his “A Guide to 
Preachers”; “Lectures on Preaching,” by 
Phillips Brooks; “The Preacher, His Life 
and Work,” by J. H. Jowett; “The Chris- 
tian Minister and His Duties,” by Os- 
wald Dykes; “Lectures on Preaching,” 
by Beecher: “The Preacher and His 
Models,” by James Stalker; “The Ro- 
mance of Preaching,” by Silvester 
Horne; “Nine Lectures on Preaching,” 
by R. W. Dale: “The Work of the Min- 
istry,” by Griffith Thomas; “The Ideal 
Ministry,” by Herrick Johnson: “Some 
Problems of the Modern Minister,” by 
De Blois. And on the theory of preach- 
ing, I would commend “Homiletics,” by 
Kidder; “Rhetoric, Its Theory and Prac- 
tice,” and “The Theory of Preaching,” 
by Austin Phelps; and on the “History of 
Preaching,” the volumes by Dargan, and 
Ker, and Pattison, 

In addition to this, he will be greatly 
instructed and enriched who will study 
the sermons of preachers like Brooks, 
Spurgeon, Dale, Maclaren, Liddon, and 
Robertson: and it will still be greatly 
to our profit to read the masters of days 
long since past, Chrysostom, Augustine, 
Tauler, Savonarola, Luther, Calvin, 
Knox, Hooker, Jeremy Taylor, Bunyan, 
Butler, Doddridge, Wesley, Whitefield, 


and Chalmers. But withal, let us be 
ourselves, and preach out of full heads 
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and hearts to our day and generation. 

I profoundly believe in the power of 
preaching. A liturgical service has its 
value, but it can never be an adequate 
substitute for expository and inspira- 
tional preaching, The press can do much, 
but it cannot do the work of the 
preacher. “Truth through personality” 
is the divinely-appointed means of 
reaching the hearts of the people. Ad- 
ministrative, literary, and pastoral work 
have their values, but those who are 
called to preach should preach, and 
should employ every means that will 
enable them to exercise this ministry 
more effectively. When the pulpit re- 
turns to scholarly, passionate expository 
preaching, the church pews will again 
be full. 

(To be continued) 


b 


The Lancaster Missionary 
Conference 


HE sixteenth annual Bible and Mis- 
sionary Conference was held from 
March 11 to 18 under the auspices of the 
Calvary Independent Church, Lancaster, 
Pa. The Rev. Frank C. Torrey, D.D., pas- 
tor, presided, and he was assisted by the 
Rev. George I. Ferris, B.D., assistant pas- 
tor, Miss Alice M. Rohrer, missionary 
secretary, who first had the vision for 
these conferences, and other workers in 
the church. Dr. Homer Hammontree, 
with his fine voice and touches of humor, 
led the singing. 
It is probably a unique conference, for 
it is planned for the information and 
spiritual refreshment of the missionaries 
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themselves, and they are entertained in 
Christian homes. The delegates included 
143 missionaries, representing many so- 
cieties, and about a dozen other invited 
guests. Many of the missions repre- 
sented are members of the Interdenom- 
inational Foreign Mission Association of 
North America. There were reports and 
pictures from many fields, and addresses 
on present-day problems that affect most 
fields. Dr. Alva J. McClain, president 
of Grace Theological Seminary, Winona 
Lake, Ind., gave a_ helpful 
studies on the difficult subject of 
tion.” 

The meetings Saturday afternoon and 
evening were intended especially for stu 
dents, and thirty-two universities, col- 
leges, Bible institutes, and other schools 
were represented. The afternoon meet- 
ing on “World Missions in 1951” was led 
by Joseph T. Bayly, Eastern regional 
secretary of the Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship; and David H. Adeney, the 
1.V.C.F. representative in China who has 
recently returned, gave an inspiring mes- 
sage in the evening, challenging young 
people to yield their lives for foreign 
service, 

The conference meetings in the Cal- 
vary Church, the Y.M.C.A., and the large 
McCaskey High School were generally 
crowded, with people from the church 
and the town in addition to the dele- 
gates. It was inspiring to hear of the 
work of God on many foreign fields, in 
spite of unprecedented difficulties, and 
the hearts of all who attended were en- 
couraged by the testimony to God’s 
power on behalf of the missionaries and 
in the salvation of souls. 


series of 
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Home Visitation in the Work of the Sunday School 


How it helps to solve three principal problems 


HIS is an age of buying fine auto- 

mobiles and building beautiful homes. 
People are putting forth every effort 
to grasp wealth and power and influence, 
Many have become lovers of pleasure 
more than lovers of God. Smoking and 
drinking, and working on Sundays have 
almost become common practice. These 
conditions have caused many to have 
neither time nor inclination to attend 
church services, 

In spite of the fact that many parents 
have discontinued to attend church 
themselves, they still want their chil- 
dren to go to Sunday school and will 
assist the regular attendance of their 
children if the Sunday school shows 
proper interest and concern. It is among 
these people that visitation and personal 
contact are very effective. 

In other homes there is indifference. 
The parents say it is up to the children. 
If they want to go, all right, but if they 
do not, we will not compel them. To 
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work among this class of people three 
problems present themselves, (1) how to 
get the children interested enough to 
visit and enroll in the Sunday school; 
(2) how to keep them interested so they 
will continue their attendance; and (3) 
how to provide transportation if they 
do not live near the church. 

For many years, on my days off and 
in the evenings, I have visited homes in 
the interest of the Sunday school. I soon 
realized that many children would grow 
up without ever receiving proper Bible 
instruction, so I began to take leftover 


Sunday school papers, including THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times, into the homes 
visited. Two and a half years ago I! 


began to put Bible study booklets pub- 
lished by the Bible Meditation League 
into the homes. As an incentive I of- 
fered postage stamps to everyone taking 
this study. The outfit included a Gos- 
pel (I usually began with John), a “Let 
Us Get Acquainted with John” work 
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book, a tract, “Youth’s Way of Life,” 
and twenty postage stamps, also a prom- 
ise of more stamps and a stamp book if 
they completed the work assigned. Al- 
most every boy and girl from the fourth 
grade to the teen age signed up. I now 
have 821 enrolled, and each week new 
ones are reached. Many of these visited 
are now coming to our Sunday school 
because we contacted them. 

Last winter our Sunday school began 
a house-to-house visitation, and started 
a church census. Each day we found 
one or more homes ready to begin send- 
ing their children to our Bible school. 
It just needed the personal contact. We 
credited the home visitation with being 
the greatest factor in increasing our at- 
tendance, but there were many others. 
Enthusiastic members, new and old, of 
the school invited others, and a growing 
school, like a huge snowball, increases 
in size as it rolls along. 

Now for a few things we do to keep 
the children interested enough to con- 
tinue their attendance. We have a 
superintendent who is cheerful and en- 
thusiastic. She stands at the door and 
welcomes the early comers with a smile 
and words of cheer. For opening, we 
have a lively song leader to lead the 
singing. Each Sunday there is some- 
thing special, something different. It 
may be a solo or a special speaker. 
For example, last Sunday the men’s class 
had charge of the opening. One man 
read the Scripture lesson, another led 
in prayer, and a third gave a trlk on 
how the interest was kept up in his boy- 
hood Sunday school. The program closed 
with a special song. The following Sun- 
day, the young people’s class had the 
opening service. Giving different classes 
some part in the services increases in- 
terest. 

Much stress is put on getting new 
members. All who have brought visi- 
tors or new members are asked to stand. 
Then the visitors and new members are 
asked to stand and are introduced by 
the one who brought them. Most peo- 
ple like recognition, and the interest and 
enthusiasm of the school are boosted by 
the incoming of visitors and new mem- 
bers. 

Our good attendance is kept up not only 
because our opening service is full of 
life and variety, but we have a carefully 
placed group of teachers who are fully 
dedicated to the Lord, and all seek to 
bring their pupils to a saving knowledge 
of their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 
and then to help them to grow in grace, 
One class of young girls is especially 
outstanding. They have a young woman 
teacher who never fails to look up and 
visit absentees. She meets with her 
class about once a month to get better 
acquainted. She always has a good at- 
tendance, and the girls almost fight to 
get to sit next to her. 

Our superintendent is a firm believer 
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in home visitation, and she not. only 
urges and encourages others to do this 
kind of work, but she is the mainspring 
in the group that goes calling on Sun- 
day afternoon and one of the weekdays. 
This visitation helps solve all three of 
the problems mentioned. New boys and 
girls are found, regular members are 
encouraged, and transportation prob- 
lems are ironed out. 

It would be interesting to describe 
one of our visiting trips in detail, but 
it would make this article much too 
long. I will only give a brief report cf 
ohe visitation. It is a sample of other 
calling trips. We first had a prayer 
meeting, giving thanks for past blessing 
and bringing to the throne of God the 
great need of our ccmmunity and ask- 
ing that we might be used to help solve 
this need. Then six of us, four adults 
and two children piled into an old V-8 
and started out. I tied a rack to the 
back of the car, and this contained left- 
over Sunday school papers, including a 
good supply of THe Swunpay ScnHoor 
Times, for distribution. We decided to 
visit in a thickly settled rural section 
Two by two we visited every home on 
both sides of the road. The result of 
about three hours’ work was that we 
added four children to our Cradle Roll 
and lined up three boys and two girls 
to attend our Sunday schocl. These 
children were not attending Sunday 
school anywhere. Two homes we visited 
were hard hit by tragedy. The father 
of one home was in the hospital. He 
had been crushed in an automobile ac- 
cident, and weuld be slow in recovery. 
The father of another home was in jail. 
He had come home drunk and had 
broken windows and furniture to the 
extent that he was fined $200 and given a 
jail sentence of six months. Both these 
homes had children in our school, and 
they appreciated the friendly visit very 
much. To give comfort and cheer in 
time of need strengthens both the giver 
and the receiver. About twenty homes 
were visited, and we went home rejoic- 
ing because we realized that we had 
God's guidance and He honcred us with 
results (John 12:26). 

MILWAUKIRF, OREG. 
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Following the Trail of '98 
With the 


Christian Fellowship Party 


HILE Skagway, Alaska, is the 

northernmost port to which the 
SS Chilcotin will take the 1951 Christian 
Fellowship Party, this former gold rush 
town will not be the ultimate destina- 
tion of the group. Like the eager gold 
hunters of fifty years or more ago, the 
1951 party will push on northward, 
crossing the northwest corner of Brit- 
ish Columbia, and then into Yukon Ter- 
titory, traveling fot some fifty miles 
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along the ‘98 trail to Carcross, which is 
short for “Caribou Crossing.” 

However, the rigors of travel on foot, 
by dogsled. and by pack mule, which 
the prospectors of 98 had to face, will 
not have to -be endured by the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Party. They will ride 
in the comfortable railway coaches of 
the White Pass and Yukon Railway as 
far as Carcross. Here the paddle-whee] 
steamer Tutshi will await the party and 
will carry them on a delightful over- 
night trip down Lake Tagish, to the tip 
of West Taku Arm. Towering snow- 
capped peaks on every hand are mir- 
rored in the calm waters of the lake, 
and one has the feeling that all traces 
of human habitation have been left be- 
hind in this northern wilderness. 

Yet, at the very tip cf the West Taku 
Arm is a delightful surprise, Here, many 
years ago, a gold miner built a home 
for his wife and surrounded it w'th mag- 
nificent gardens. He called it “Ben-My- 
Chree,.” or “Girl of My Heart.” The 
gardens have been maintained, and here 
today in the summer season you can 
find some forty varieties of flowers that 
spring into prefusion and amazing size 
as soon as the winter snows have melted, 
There will be opportunity for the party 
to go ashore and visit these gardens in 
the wilderness. 

After the return trip to Carcross, the 
party will asain board the White Pass 
and Yukon Railway train for Skagway, 
and resume the voyage along the shel- 
tered inland Var couver, 
B.C. Stops will be made along the way 
at such ports as Ketchikan, Juneau, 
Sitka, Metlakatla, and the like, 

The 1951 party will leave Chicago on 
June 28, traveling in Pullman ears by 
way of Denver, Salt Lake City, Los An- 
veles, Yosemite National Park, San 
Francisco, Portland, Seattle, and Van- 
couver, B. C. There will be stops: in 
each of these cities, sometimes for a day 
of sight-seeing, and at other times for 
one or two days in first class, comfortable 
hotels. 

The steamer cruise will begin on July 
9 at Vancouver, B. C., to which point the 
party will return on July 19, and will 
then move on by another steamer to 
Victoria, B. C., and then back to Seattle. 
3efore starting on the journey back 
home, there will be an overnight visit 
to Mt. Rainier, where the party will stay 
at the beautiful and spectacularly sit- 
uated Paradise Inn, high on one of the 
shoulders of the mountain. The retutn- 
ing group will reach Chicago on Wed- 
nesday morning, July 25. 

The Asscciate Editor of THE SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times, Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
who has accompanied a number of 
earlier Christian Fellowship Parties, will 
be with the 1951 group. Detailed infor- 
mation and a descriptive folder may be 
had by addressing Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., 
Associate Editor, The Sunday School 
Times, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5. 
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Lesson for April 22 


International Uniform Lesson 
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LESSON 4. APRIL 22. THE PERIOD OF MOSES 
Exodus 14 and 15; Deuteronomy 5 and 6; Psalm 136; printed text, Deuteronomy 6:20-25; 5:1-6 (In this order) 
Golden Text.--Open th_u mine eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of thy law.—Psa. 119:18 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

Deut. 6:20 And when thy son asketh thee in time to come, 
saying. What meun the testimonies, and the statutes, and the 
judgments, which the Lorp our God hath commanded you? 

21 Then thou shalt say unto thy son, We were Pharaoh's bond- 
men in Egypt; and the Lorp brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand: 

22 And the Lorp shewed signs ind wonders, great and sore, 
upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his household, before 
our eyes: 

23 And he brought us out from thence, that he might bring us 
in, to give us the land which he sware unto our fathers. 

24 And the Lorp commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear 
the Lorp our God, for our good always, that he might preserve 
us alive, as it is at this day. 

25 And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all 
these commandments before the Lorp our God, as he hath com- 


Chap. 5:1 And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, 
Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your 
ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. 

2 The Lorp our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 

3 The Lorp made not this covenant with our fathers, but with 
us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day. 

4 The Lorp talked with you face to face in the mount out of 
the midst of the fire, 

5 (I stood between the Lorp and you at that time, to shew you 
the word of the Lorp: for ye were afraid by reason of the fire, 
and went not up into the mount;) saying, 

6 I am the Lorp thy God, which brought thee out of the land 
of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HERE are certain events in the 
T wore history with which great 

names are inseparably linked. We 
cannot think about the American Revo- 
lution without conjuring up the figure of 
George Washington. Likewise, the Ex- 
odus and Moses are so part of each other 
that the man and the event are almost 
synonymous. 

The dates suggested for the Exodus 
spread over a range of two centuries, 
byt it seems safe to place it as a mid- 
fifteenth century B.C. event. The Old 
Testament chronology, the Egyptian 
monuments, and the history of Pales- 
tine, all point to that pericd. Not. that 
the Egyptian monuments have anything 
te say about the Exodus. They did not 
raise memorials to events that hurt their 
national pride and prestige, but the pe- 
riod is represented. Amenophis II was 
probably the Pharaoh who resisted 
Moses, and from under whose hand God 
brought His people forth to freedom. 
Even the ten plagues did not finally 
bend the stubborn will of this proud 
monarch, for he followed the fleeing Is- 
raelites in a last effort to hold them, 
only to find death for himself and the 
flower of his army, in the trough of the 
sea which had been a highway for the 
people of God. The unprinted portion 
of our lesson tells this part of the story. 

At the base of Mt. Sinai this host of 
ex-slaves was organized into a nation, 
and instructed in the Law of the Lord. 
The order of the camp and the order 
of the march having been established, 
the journey to Canaan began. At 
Kadesh-barnea, however, the report of 
the spies frightened the people, so that 
there was a near-riot (Num. 12 to 14). 
The wanderings followed, lasting for 
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thirty-eight years. When all that rebel- 
lious generation had fallen in the Wilder- 
ness (Deut, 2:14), Moses began to pre- 
pare the people for their entrance into 
the Promised Land. It must be remem- 
bered that all of the host, save Caleb and 
Joshua, were minors at the time of the 
Exodus, or had been born since that great 
event. Many of them had not been pres- 
ent at the giving of the Law at Sinai, 
while many were too young to remem- 
ber it. Only to the older members would 
it be a vivid recollection. It was Moses’ 
task, then, to impress indelibly upon 
the minds of this second generation the 
Law of the Lord. The Book of Deuter- 
onomy is mostly devoted to this second 
giving of the Law (as the name of the 
Book implies), and the printed portion 
of our lesson falls into this section, 
Not being a mind reader, I do not 
know why the lesson committee asks us 
to put the verses in the sixth chapter 
before those in the fifth chapter, Doubt- 
less they have a reason, but my own 
preference would be to present the Law 
as given in chapter five; then deal with 
the sanction of the Law as given in the 
final verses of chapter six; then climax 
with a contrast between the righteous- 
ness of the Law (Deut. 6:25) and the 
righteousness of the Gospel (Phil, 3:9). 


Verse by Verse 

Deut. 6:20—“When thy son asketh 
thee _ . . What mean the testimonies, 
and the statutes, and the judgments 
... 2” See verse 7 for God’s insistence 
on household instruction in the holy 
things. Do your children find a ready 
ear when they come with questions about 
the Gospel? The Law of the Lord is 
called “testimonies” as setting forth the 
holy character of God; “statutes,” as 
binding on the conduct of the people; 
“judgments,” as indicating the balanced 
wisdom and justice of the decrees. 


Verse 21.—“We were Pharaoh’s bond- 
men .. ; and the Lord brought us out.” 
Here a piece of history is laid down as 
the “meaning” of all God’s Law. “Not 
the punishment that awaits disobedience 
constrains us to obedience, but the mercy 
of God in delivering us from our vile 
bondage.” Surely here is a touch of 
grace in the midst of Law! “The love 
of Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor. 5:14). 


Verse 22.—“Signs and wonders, great 
and sore,... before our eyes.” The ref- 
erence is, of course, to the plagues of 
Egypt, which were not done in a corner, 
but were evident to all; and especially 
before the eyes of Israel, that they might 
remember the Lord their God. 


Verse 23—“And he brought us out 

. that he might bring us in.” God's 
salvation is not just a negative deliv- 
erance from an evil estate, but a posi- 
tive introduction to “all spiritual bless- 
ings in heavenly places” (Eph, 1:3). If 
you have a copy of the Keswick Week 
for 1938, look up Dr. Scroggie’s address 
on this verse. 


Verse 24.—‘And the Lord commanded 
us ... for our good always.” How fool- 
ish for men to think that it will be bet- 
ter for them to disobey God than to 
obey Him! Israel frequently thought 
so, to their hurt; and are not we also 
guilty? See 1 John 5:3. 


Verse 25.—“It shall be our righteous- 
ness, if we observe to do all these com- 
mandments.” This is, of course, Law 
righteousness, toward which men strive 
in vain. But a better righteousness is 
provided for us, by the grace of God 
(Rom. 3: 20-22). 


Chap. 5:1.—“Hear .. . learn . . . do.” 
After rehearsing the history of their 
journey from Egypt to the border of 
Canaan, Moses presents the Law to the 
second generation. These three verbs 
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call for the action of the ear, the heart, 
and the hand. 

Verse 2.—“The Lord our God made a 
covenant with us in Horeb.” Horeb and 
Sinai are synonymous. It was as a cove- 
nanted people that Israel received the 
Law. God has the right of command 
universally, but when He receives a 
people to Himself in covenant relation, 
that adds further sanction to His com- 
mands. 

Verse 3.—“Not .. . with our fathers, 
but with us.” The fathers are doubtless 
the patriarchs, with whom God entered 
into a covenant of promise (see last 
week’s lesson on Abraham), but with 
the people whom He called out of Egypt 
He entered into another covenant, the 
heart of which was a law, rather than 
a promise. Moses appealed to those who 
could remember Sinai. 

Verse 4.—“The Lord talked with you 
face to face .. , out of the midst of the 
fire.” See the incident in Exodus 19 and 
20. It was a terrifying experience, cal- 
culated to impress the memory, not of a 
generation only, but of a nation. When 
we see “face to face” (1 Cor. 13:12), 
it will be all glory, without the terror. 
“T stood between the Lord 
and you.” The people were not ready 
for immediate communion with God. 
They needed a go-between, for which 
reason the priestly order was set up. 
We, too, have a Mediator (1 Tim. 2:5), 
but His ministry is to bring us nigh, 
not to hold us away (Heb. 4:14-16). 

Verse 6—‘“I am the Lord thy God, 
which brought thee out.” Two consider- 
ations that give the weight of absolute 
authority to all the Law that follows: 
(a) who He is, (b) what He has done. 
As God He commands; as a Redeemer- 
God He has twofold right to all obe- 
dience. 


Verse 5.- 


The Heart of the Lesson 

You will notice that the printed por- 
tion from chapter 5 introduces the repe- 
tition of the Ten Commandments, given 
earlier in Exodus 20. Can you imagine 
these Commandments being given to 
Adam and Eve before they sinned, when 
they were walking in holy, happy com- 
munion with God? Or can you imagine 
their being laid down for the redeemed 
who walk the streets of the heavenly 
city, clothed in white, and with palms 
in their hands? The very thought is 
absurd. In such cases the Command- 
ments would be suggesting sins that did 
not exist. It is only where sin enters 
in the form of a heart that turns away 
from God, that the Law has real mean- 
ing. See 1 Timothy 1:9, 10. 

You see, then, that the very presence 
of the Law is itself a condemnation of 
man. As you go through the Ten Com- 


mandments, every duty enjoined and 
every prohibition imposed tells of some 
evil tendency of your own heart. In 
addition to this primary condemnation, 
every specific offense shows up in sharp 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. April 15.—The Period of the Patri- 
archs Genesis 12 to 17 
Next Week’s Lesson 
5. April 29.—The Settlement in Ca- 
naan. Joshua _ 1:1-9; 14; 24; 
Judges 1 and 2; 21:25 








relief against the appropriate command. 
So sin is made “exceeding sinful” (Rom, 
7:13). Certainly the Law does not jus- 
tify us. ° 

Yet this Law, with these two sharp 
edges, was given as a precious treasure 
to Israel, a token that they were God’s 
own people, and He was their God. 
Those whose hearts were stirred with 
the love of God (Deut. 6:5), in remem- 
brance »f His great deliverance of their 
nation from Egypt (vs. 20-23), made His 
Law their delight (Psas. 1:2; 119:97), and 
set Deuteronomy 6:25 as their goal. Did 
they ever attain to this righteousness? 
Read Romans 3:19, 20. How, then, were 
those under the Law justified? Paul 
points to David as a case in point (Rom, 
4:6-8). The blood of Jesus, foreshadowed 
in the sacrifices of Israel, covered those 
under the Law who believed God and 
sought after Him. The principle of sal- 
vation is ever the same. 

Today we know “the righteousness 
which is of God by faith” (Phil. 3:9), 
and we know the power by which “the 
righteousness of the law” may be “ful- 
filled in us” (Rom. 8:2-4). This does 
not make us despise the Law, as if it 
had no function for us. We still see in 
it the holiness of God, the evils of. our 
hearts that we must combat in the power 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HY would you not expect to find 
records of the Exodus on the Egyp- 
tian monuments? 

2. How would you divide the life of 
Moses? 

3. What does the name “Deuteronomy” 
signify? 

4. What arguments are used in our les- 
son to enforce obedience to God’s Law? 

5. What is the companion verse of 
Deuteronomy 6:5? 

6. Where does God lay the chief re- 
sponsibility in the spiritual training of 
children? 

7. What event calls for our obedience 
as the deliverance from Egypt called for 
the obedience of Israel? 

8. What is the difference between the 
mediatorship of Moses and that of 
Christ? 

9. In what two respects does the Law 
condemn us? 

10. What is the New Testament reply 
to Deuteronomy 6:25? 

(Answers on page 307) 
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of the Holy Spirit, and a directive for 
our conduct, not by outward compulsion, 
but by inward constraint (see Heb. 8:10). 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The basic history of a nation (Exod. 
14 and 15). 

2. The basic law of a nation (Deut. 5) 

3. The basic training of a nation (chap. 
6). 

4. The basic worship of a nation (Psa. 
136). 


Topics for Development 

The Law. We might consider the Law 
in three relationships: (a) as it applies 
to mankind at large; (b) as it applies to 
Israel; (c) as it applies to the Christian. 
In actual fact, there is nothing new in 
the Ten Commandments — not even the 
Law of the Sabbath (see Exod. 16: 22-30). 
In principle all men know them (see 
Rom, 2:14, 15), so all men stand before 
this bar, found out and guilty. In this 
respect all are reckoned to be “under 
the law,” and “brought under the judg- 
ment of God” (Rom. 3:19). However, 
the case of the Jew is aggravated. His 
enlightenment in the Law makes his 
breach of the Law the more heinous (chap. 
2:17-24). Yet there is mercy in this, for 
the very curse of the Law (Gal. 3:10) 
carried promise of a Deliverer. The Law 
was a “tutor .. . unto Christ” (Gal. 3: 
24, R.V.). Then how about the Law 
and the Christian? Some of us may 
have applied to the Law for salvatibn, 
but we found it had only condemnation 
for us (Rom. 3:20). Now through the 
faith of Christ we are “not under the 
law, but under grace.” We know that 
the restraints of the Law are not suffi- 
cient to keep us from sin (chap. 8:3), 
but we have found the secret of inward 
constraint by the Holy Spirit (v. 4). 
We shall still delight in the Law of the 
Lord, and turn to it as a directive, but 
we look to Christ for our justification, 
and to the Holy Spirit for our sanctifica- 
tion. 

Moses. Since Moses figures so promi- 
nently in this story, this would be a 
good time to look at the man. His life 
falls into three equal divisions: forty 
years as a prince in Egypt, forty years 
as a shepherd in the desert, and forty 
years as the leader of God’s redeemed 
people. Or we may describe the periods 
otherwise: “forty years thinking he was 
something; forty years learning he was 
nothing; forty years discovering God 
was everything.” Do not fail to examine 
the compressed biography of Moses in 
Hebrews 11: 23-29, and observe the secret 
of his life in verse 27: “he endured, as 
seeing him who is invisible.” 

Out and In (Deut. 6:23). God did a 
great thing for Israel when He brought 
the nation out of the sore bondage of 
Egypt, with great signs and wonders. 
But out of Egypt was not an end of His 
gracious purpose. His goal for them was 
their establishment in their own land, as 
a victorious people enjoying the milk 
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and honey of Canaan. Yet a whole gen- 
eration of them never entered the good 
land, but fell in the great and howling 
Wilderness, dying without tasting the full 
grace of God. How like many Chris- 
tians!— saved from hell and from the 
more flagrant forms of sin, but never 
going on to real victory, and joy, and 
peace, and usefulness. They are out, 
but not in; out of Egypt, but not into 
Canaan; over the Red Sea, but not over 
Jordan; outwardly emancipated, but not 
possessing their possessions. Here is a 
searching question for every teacher and 
every pupil. 

Personal Applications 

Frequently rehearse God's past mer- 
cies, and especially the day of your sal- 
vation. 

Haw long is it since you sang a song 
of God’s loving-kindness? (Psa. 136.) 

Let God's past deliverances establish 
your heart in trust in every new afflic- 
tion. 

Grace is not an excuse for despising 
the Law, but the divine method of ful- 
filling it (Rom. 3:31). 

When thou dost love, the Law is a de- 
light, and not a terror (Deut. 6:5). 

Is your table-talk neighborhood gossip 
or the truth of God? (Deut, 6:7.) 

A nation’s basic training is in the 
home (Deut. 6:7). 


Golden Text 

Psalm 119:18.—The late B. McCall Bar- 
bour of Edinburgh, leader of the Boys’ 
Purity Band, used to encourage his boys 
to make this verse their prayer before 
reading God’s Word. I have proved since 
boyhood that the prayer does not go 
unanswered. Let it rise from our hearts 
with a committal of the mind to the 
Holy Spirit, our, great Teacher 

WHEATON, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“Wonderful Words of Life” 
“Holy Bible, Book Divine” 

“Love Lifted Me” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art 
working for our good always. We thank 
Thee that Thy love led Thee to give 
men Thy Law to guide them into whole- 
some living. We rejoice, too, in the love 
that gave us a Saviour for the pardon of 
our sinful past and to lift our lives to 
better things. Give us a love that re- 
sponds to Thy love in glad surrender to 
be Thine and to do Thy will in all things, 
Guide us into the truth of Thy Word 
today. Bless all Gospel work in this 
and every land that many may find the 
Saviour. To the sick and all the af- 
flicted show great mercy, Lord. Make 
us who are well and gladdened with 
so much we do not deserve, to be sym- 
‘pathetic and kind to the needy and dis- 
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tressed. Give us Thy pardon for all 
thoughtless unkindness, all selfishness, 
pride, or uncleanness. Restrain the evil 
workings of those who forget Thee, and 
may the Lcrd Jesus soon reign in all the 
earth. Hear us for His dear sake. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—When we think of 
Moses we think of Law, for he was the 
great Law-giver. When we think of Law, 
we think of stern rules that must be 


ter GOD'S RY 
EHOLD OVE 
obeyed. Not many see love behind Law 
but it is there. Our lesson says: “The 
Lord commanded us to do all these 
statutes ... for Our good always .. .” 
God gave men His Law, not to burden 
them but to bless them, to guide them 
into the most wholesome sort of living. 
Behind His Law was His loving concern 
for men’s good always. And just as love 
moved God to give Israel His Law, so 
love should have led Israel to keep that 
Law. For had not God freed them from 
slavery in Egypt and brought them into 
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a land of their own? And through the 
Lord Jesus, God brings the Christian 
out of a worse slavery, enslavement to 
sin and Satan. But to enjoy our liberty 
we must let our Saviour be the Lord 
of our new life, by obeying Him in 
everything. He said, “If ye love me, 
keep my commandments.” Do we love 
Him enough to search them out and keep 
them? 

A little boy, pointing to a Bible that 
was never used, said to his mother, “Is 
this God’s Book?” “Yes, Scn,” replied 
the mother. “Don’t you think we should 
send it back if we don’t read it?” asked 
the lad. Yes, indeed, what use is it 
to have God’s Book unless we use it? 
Moses called Israel to hear Gcd’s com- 
mands so as to learn them and o'serve 
to do them. And it will be for our good 
always if we hear God’s commands to 
learn them that we may do them. 

Vancouver, B. C., Can, 

bd 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 


WHICH DOSSQOXGP REPRESENT ? 





Po a NV 


na Dn 





ES5 " 


nn 











PORT WE] 














CDOEUT. 











oS Seo - 












The Rev. J. Emerson Russell, staff cartoonist for The Sunday School Times, and Baptist 
minister and Bible expositor, is now available for Bible conferences in evangelical 
churches. He may be addressed at 945 Burton Ave., Cincinnati 29. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And when thy son asketh thee ... 
(Deut. 6:20).—The Lord anticipated the 
threefold question of the children: (1) 
“What mean ye by this service?” (Exod. 
12:26); (2) “What mean the testimonies?” 
and (3) “What mean ye by these stones?” 
(Josh. 4:6.) There was a reason for 
everything distirictive in Israel; and the 
children had a right to ask what they 
meant, and the Lord prepared the par- 
ents to give intelligent answers, 

It is a serious mistake to give an eva- 
sive answer to a child’s question on a 
spiritual matter. Special pains should 
be taken to give a true and understand- 
able answer. 

A man giving his 
prayer meeting said: “One Sunday 
morning I was in my room. My wife 
had gone out and no one was with me 
but little Mabel. At length she came up 
to the sofa and began talking to me in 
her childlike way. ‘Uncle,’ she said, ‘tell 
me something about Jesus. Mama always 
does on Sundays.’ 

“I was struck with her question, but 
evaded it. But the little one would not 
be put off. Again and again she came 
back with the same request, ‘Uncle, tell 
me something about Jesus.’ Finding I 
did not comply, she said at last, opening 
wide her blue eyes, ‘Why, you do know 
about Jesus, don’t you?’ 

“That question awakened thoughts and 
feelings I never had before. I could not 
sleep that night; the dear child’s won- 
dering words, ‘You do know about Jesus, 
don’t you?’ haunted me through the long, 
silent hours. I felt I did not know about 
Jesus, had not wished to know. A sense 
of my ignorance and guilt weighed heav- 
ily'upon my soul. I was distressed for 
days. I read my Bible with an inquir- 
ing, anxious heart, till at. length I found 
the blessed Saviour, and could say in 
humility and faith, ‘Now, I know Jesus.’” 

“We were Pharaoh’s bondmen in 
Egypt” (Deut. 6:21)—The_ children 
would hear the parents’ testimony of the 
Lord’s wondrous dealings with them 
when they were in bondage to a cruel 
master. It would do the parents good 
to recall that galling slavery, and it 
would enlighten the children as to God’s 
gracious ways. 

I can recall my dear father relating 
the story of his conviction and conver- 
sion to us, and how deeply impressed I 
was with the telling of it. The chorus 
that was the means of his deliverance 
from the bondage of sin and Satan be- 
came precicus to me. The chorus was: 

It is finished! yes, indeed, 
Finished every jot, 

Sinner, this is all you need, 
Tell me, is it not? 

“And he brought us out . , . that he 
might bring usin. . .” (Deut. 6:23) —That 
is God’s method! His purpose in bring- 
ing His people out of Egypt, the house 
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of bondage and furnace of affliction, was 
to bring them into the Land of Promise, 
the land flowing with milk and honey. 
His thought was not to deprive, but to 
liberate and enrich them. 

W. T. Sleeper must have been medi- 
tating on this verse when he wrote: 

Out of my shameful failure and loss, 

Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

Out of earth's sorrows into Thy balm, 

Out of life’s storms and into Thy calm, 

Out of distress to jubilant psalm, 

Jesus, I come to Thee. 

“And the Lord commanded us to do 
all these statutes” (Deut. 6:24).—We 
must always remember that there is a 
subjective as well as an Objective side 
to the deliverance or salvation of the 
Lord. The people could not deliver 
themselves from the power of the despot 
of Egypt, but they could set themselves 
to do as the Lord desired them after He 
had so wondrously delivered them. And 
that which He asked them to do was 
for their good always, and it would be 
their righteousness to do it. 

It is blessedly true that we are saved 
by grace, “through faith, not of 
works” (Eph, 2:8, 9). But the very next 
verse tells us about the “good works, 
which God hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them.” Only the 
work which the Lord Jesus Christ fin- 
ished on the cross can save a person, 
but once saved, he is commanded to 
“maintain good works” and be “zealous 
of good works” (Titus 2:14; 3:8). 

Upon the exercise of personal faith in 
Christ, we are “made the righteousness 
of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21). From 
that point on, we should say like Israel 
in our lesson, “It shall be our righteous- 
ness [i.e., practical righteousness], if we 
observe to do all these commandments 
before the Lord our God, as he hath 
commanded us.” Why all those com- 
mandments to practical godliness, if they 
were not intended for “our good al- 
ways”? See the latter part of each Epis- 
tle of the New Testament. 

It was my privilege to visit in an or- 
phanage wherein the children professed 
faith in Christ. In the morning after 
breakfast before leaving the table, the 
host would say, “Now let us all repeat 
our special Scripture portion together.” 
The children would repeat in unison, 
“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil speaking, be put 
away from you, with all malice: and be 
ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph. 


4:31, 32). When the host said, “Let us 
practice these things throughout the 


day,” the children went their ways. It 
amazed me, in one way, to observe how 
free from strife that orphanage was. 


“That ye may learn them, and keep, 
and do them” (Deut. 5:1).—A threefold 
responsibility! We, like Israel, should 
learn what the Lord desires of us. This 
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can only be done by becoming intimately 
acquainted with His will as it is re- 
vealed in the Scriptures. Then keep, 
not cast away or explain away as many 
do. Then dothem, The Lord Jesus said, 
“If ye know these things, happy are ye 
if ye do them.” 
Wawona, CALIF, 
w 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I wish we could make 

this lesson count for one _ single 
thing. If it does (and I am praying that 
it will), then something will be accom- 
plished which will make at least two 
people glad for the remainder of their 
lives— you and your father. Did you 
notice the opening words in our lesson 
text? God is speaking to the fathers of 
Israel, saying: “And when thy son ask- 
eth thee in time to come, saying, What 
mean the testimonies, and the statutes, 
and the judgments, which the Lord our 
God hath commanded you? Then thou 
shalt say unto thy son The Lord 
commanded us to do all these statutes, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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to fear the Lord our God, for our good 
always, that he might preserve us alive, 
as it is at this day. And it shall be our 
righteousness, if we observe to do all 
these commandments before the Lord our 
God, as he hath commanded us.” 

Now, fellows, here is a picture of a 
boy who is serious-minded enough to 
want to do right and to be right with 
God, and he goes to the one who should 
be able to tell him all about it— his 
father. That is according to God’s own 
plan for him. “And thou shalt teach 
them [these commandments] diligently 
unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up” (Deut, 6:7). 

A boy has the right to expect his father 
to be able to give him this instruction 
and to be glad to do so. Yet it is com- 
paratively rare for a father and his boy 
to be working together in this way. I 
know of some, but they are very few. 
I know of some cases where the father 
longs to talk to his boy about this most 
important thing, but the boy won't lis- 
ten. I know of other instances where 
the boy would be willing to listen, but 
his father doesn’t know enough, himself, 
and does not care enough about it to 
give his boy this thing which he needs 
most. There are other cases where the 
father would bestir himself in the mat- 
ter if the boy would come to him and 
in all earnestness ask him. “And when 
thy son asketh thee in time to come,” 
says the Word in our lesson text. There 
is something the boy can do to start 
something with his father on this line. 
Ask him, 

In a meeting I was conducting in a 
church on the Pacific coast I related 
briefly at the Sunday school service the 
story of David slaying the giant, Goliath; 
but there is a great deal more in the 
event than one can tell in ten minutes. 
First Samuel, 17th chapter, carries the 
whole narrative, and there are fifty- 
eight verses in it. So I told the boys 
and girls if they would get their fathers 
to read the whole chapter to them that 
(Sunday) afternoon, and come back to 
the service that night, telling me that 
he had done so, I would give to each 
one a Little Jetts souvenir. Of course, 
if there was no father in the home, the 
mother or grandparents might serve the 
purpose. 

At the close of the night service forty- 
three boys and girls came forward claim- 
ing the awards. In each case where 
the father had read the chapter to them, 
I asked, “Did your father ever read the 
Bible to you before?” and thirty of them 
Said, “Never before.” One boy whose 
father had never read the Bible to him 
before, said, “It was so interesting, and 
Dad got so interested, he said, ‘Let’s 
read some more of it,’ and he went on 
and read the 18th chapter, and that was 
good, too.” 

Fellows, this is one of the finest com- 
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binations that I can imagine: you and 
Dad studying the Bible together! you 
and Dad together finding out what God 
has written to teach you — both of you; 
how to live according to His Word— 
His “statutes and testimonies”; and how 
to make the very best of your lives, 
Think about this, old fellow, and if you 
are one of those whose father has not 
up to this time tried to help you know 
God’s Word and to practice it, you go 
to him and ask him. Start with 1 Sam- 
uel, 17th chapter, if you like; or any 
of the incidents you may already know 
a little about. You will find there is 
a lot more in there, and it will do you 
both good—much good. Ask your dad 
to do this. Take the Bible in your hand 
to him and keep asking. I don’t believe 
he will refuse you. 

If your father has not done it before, 
and you will write me a post card tell- 
ing me that he has done it since you 
heard or read this suggestion, I will 
do something nice for you, 

FoNTANA Dam, N. C. 


8 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 
THE LIBERATION OF A PEOPLE 


HE Bible is different from every 

other book in the world. It is God’s 
Book. And we have the wonderful priv- 
ilege of studying it with the Author. 
So let us bow our heads this morning 
and repeat the Golden Text as a prayer, 
“Open thou mine eyes, that I may be- 
hold wondrous things out of thy law” 
(Psa. 119: 18). 

The Book of Genesis ends with the 
death of Joseph. At that time his fam- 
ily was in Egypt, and the families of 
his eleven brothers also. At the end 
of Genesis we think of Abraham’s de- 
scendants as a large family. At the 
beginning of Exodus we find that they 
had become the nation of Israel. 

The first chapter of Exodus tells us 
that there was a new king in Egypt who 
knew not Joseph. Seeing so many for- 
eigners among the Egyptians, he decided 
to enslave them. He supposed that hav- 
ing to work extremely hard would de- 
crease their numbers, but it did not. 
Why? (God had promised Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob that their descendants 
would multiply exceedingly. And so 
they did.) 

I believe Donna’s story fits in right 
here. 

Basy Moses 

The Israelites were God’s people, 
There were very many of them, 
They lived in Egypt. 
The king of Egypt was mean, 
He made the Israelites work very hard. 
If they did not, he told men to hit them 

with whips, 
The king did not want so many Israelites, 
He said all the baby boys must be killed. 
There was a woman who had a baby boy, 
She loved him very much, 
She did not want him killed. 
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Are hours of Christian fellow- 
ship at BRYAN. One earnest 
Senior writes: “The social life 
of most schools is not one that : 
Christian young people can en- [| 
joy. At BRYAN, however, social 
activities are of such a nature that 
discriminating Christian young 
people can participate in them 
and enjoy them heartily. BRYAN 
offers to me Christian school- 
mates, solving the problem of 
companionship during youth’s 
formative years.” 
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So she made a basket that would float. 

She put her baby in it. 

Then she carried the basket down to the 
river, 

The king’s daughter came down to the 
river. 

She found the baby. 

She named him Moses. 

Moses’ sister was near by. 

She asked the princess if she would like 
a woman to take care of him. 

The princess said, “Yes.” 

Moses’ sister ran for her mother. 

So Moses’ own mother took care of him 
for the princess. 

In this way God kept Baby Moses from 
being killed. 

And so God preserved the baby who 
was to become the deliverer of His 
people. Moses left Egypt when he was 
forty years vld, and spent the next forty 
years in the land of Midian. Then God 
spoke to him from the burning bush 
and told him that he was to return to 
Egypt, to lead the Israelites out, 

Moses went back to Egypt and told 
the king that God had said he was to 
let the Israelites go. But Pharaoh was 
getting rich from their slave-labor, so 
he did not want to set them free. He 
answered impudently, ‘Who is the Lord, 
that I should obey his voice?” God an- 
swered his question by sending ten dif- 
ferent plagues on the land of Egypt. 
Each of these plagues showed that God 
was greater than one of the idols of 
Egypt. For instance, the first plague of 
turning water into blood showed that 
God was greater than the Egyptian god 
Hapi, who was supposed to have control 
of the Nile. The plague of frogs showed 
that God was greater than the Egyptian 
frog-god Ptah. The plague of darkness 
showed that God was greater than Ra, 
the Egyptian sun-goddess. 

We do not have time this.morning to 
take up all the plagues in this way, but 
I do want you girls to realize that while 
the plagues were sent as punishments, 
they were also sent to show that God 
was greater than all the gods of Egypt. 
(See Exod. 18:10, 11.) It was not till the 
tenth plague fell that Pharaoh would ad- 
mit that, and let the people go. Then 
even after he had freed them, he went 
after them with an army, desiring to 
recover their free labor. Pharaoh trap- 
ped the Israelites on the shore of the 
Red Sea. He got one last sign of the 
greatness of God when the sea opened 
to let the Israelites across and then 
closed over him and his army. So the 
Israelites were permanently delivered 
from Egyptian slavery. And they cele- 
brated by singing the hymn of praise 
found in Exodus 15: Now let us have 
Dorothy’s story. 

ComiInGc OuT oF EGYPT 
The Israelites were sad in Egypt, 
a prayed to God to help them get 
va 

Shine gn a great man now. 

God told Moses to lead His people out 
of Egypt. 

The king would not let them go. 

Then God sent the king many troubles. 

Still the king would not let the Israel- 
ites go. 


April 7, 195] 


Then God told the Israclites to put blood 
on their doors, 

The oldest one in every house died if 
there was no blood. 

The king’s oldest son died. 

Then he let the Israelites go, 

But when they got to the Red Sea the 
bad king chased them, 

God made a dry road through the middle 
of the sea. 

The Israelites went across. 

The bad king tried to go across, too. 

But the walls of water came down on 
top of him. 

And he was drowned. 

So God helped His people 
Egypt. 

Do you remember that God established 
His covenant first with Abraham, then 
with Isaac, and then with Jacob? After 
their descendants were liberated from 
Egyptian slavery, God made a cove- 
nant with them also. Turn to Deuter- 
onomy 6:20-25, and let us read it to- 
gether. Notice that God brought the 
Israelites out of Egypt that He might 
bring them into the Promised Land. 
This foreshadows what God has done for 
us: He has set us free from sin that He 
might bring us into His holy Heaven. 

Now turn to Deuteronomy 5:1-5 and 
let us read it responsively. Moses is 
reminding the Israelites of the covenant 
God made with them at Mt. Sinai. God's 
covenant with the patriarchs was one 
of promise, but the covenant He made 
with the Israelites was conditional: “If 
ye will obey .. . then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me” (Exod. 19: 
5, 6). Their blessing was dependent 
upon their obedience. God had deliv- 
ered them from Egyptian slavery and 
was bringing them into the Promised 
Land. They should have obeyed Him 
out of gratitude for what He had al- 
ready done for them. But in addition 
God promised them further blessings if 
they were obedient. Did they always 
obey Him? Do we? God has done more 
for us than He did for the Israelites and 
has promised us a more glorious future 
Should we not obey Him? 

Assignments: Helen, please write about 
the fall of Jericho from Joshua 6: and 
Harriet, about Caleb, Numbers 13:1, 2, 
21-33: and Joshua 14:6-14, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 


Learning God's Laws (Deut. 6:5-7, 20-25) 


EVIEW each of the preceding lessons 

by allowing a child to tell the story 
of the picture in his book. The Book 
of Genesis had some good stories, didn’t 
it? So does Exodus, There was a wicked 
king called Pharaoh, who held- God’s 
people as slaves. God sent Moses to 
him to say, “Let my people go.” But 
Pharaoh would not; he made the slaves 
work harder. God punished Pharaoh by 
turning the water into blood so they 
could not drink it. Then frogs came 
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everywhere, even into people’s beds and 
in the dishes. Hailstones fell, so big 
they spoiled the crops, even trees, yes, 
hurting animals and people who were 
hit by them. Sickness and other trou- 
bles came. Last of all, the oldest child 
in every family died one night. Pharaoh 
could stand no more. “Go,” he said to 
the slaves: “get out of here, before we're 
all dead.” Were they glad to leave! 
They were all ready, too, for God told 
them beforehand what was going to hap- 
pen. Tramp, tramp, the many feet 
started off that night — away from slav- 
ery, away to a home of their own! 

But next morning Pharaoh changed his 
mind. He wanted his slaves back. Gal- 
lop, gallop, went his chariot-jeeps after 
them. They caught up with them easily 
—almost. Back to slavery again? Oh, 
no, the slaves’ wenderful God sent a 
wind which blew the waves of the Red 
Sea back to make a road right through 
the water! Across marched the slaves. 
On came the chariots. And right then 
the waves flowed back across the road, 
and all Pharaoh's chariots and soldiers 
were caught in the water and drowned. 
How Moses and all his people praised 
God for saving them! 

Moses told the people, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with 


all thy might” (Deut. 6:5, Memory 
Verse). He also told them they ought 
always to mind God’s laws and obey 
Him. They should teach God’s laws to 
their children. If they did all these 
things, they would get along fine. God 


gave Moses ten special rules for the peo- 
ple to keep. 1. Do not love anything 
more than God. 2. Do not worship a god 
made of wood or stone or gold. 3. Do 
not swear. 4. Remember to keep God's 
Day. 5. Mind your father and mother. 
6. Do not kill a person. 7. Do not marry 
someone’s else wife or husband. 8. Do 
not steal. 9. Do not lie. 10. Do. not 
want to get something away from some- 
body. 

These laws are for us, too. Every boy 
and girl ought to know them, Find them 
in Exodus 20. Have children underline 
in their Bibles verses 3, 4a, 7a, 8, 12a, 
13-16, 17 (“Thou shalt not covet”). Can 
you draw an open Bible on your page 
for today big, like this? (Demonstrate, 
Straight lines will do.) Now let’s write 
a reminder of each of God's laws on it: 
1. God first. 2. Images. 3. Swearing, 4. 
God's Day. 5. Father and Mother. 6. 
Killing. 7. Adultery. 8. Stealing. 9. Ly- 
ing. 10. Coveting. Copy the Memory 
Verse above the open Bible. (The Ten 
Commandments will receive attention 
also in the Fourth Quarter of this year.) 

The very first Psalm poem praises the 
person who loves and keeps God’s laws. 
He doesn’t hang around and play with 
those who disobey God. He loves and 
learns the Bible. He gets aleng fine. 
God will take care of him. Shall I read 
it? Look for a picture of a good per- 
son. (Read. Comment on v. 3.) Did 
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you see a picture also of a bad person? 
No? Look for that while read again. 
(Read. Comment on v. 4.) Which would 
you rather be: a beautiful tree with 
thick green leaves and juicy fruit; or 
chaff, dust, blown around by the wind? 

Practice finding the Ten Command- 
ments, Psalm 1, and the Memory Verse 
in Bibles. 

Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


AST week we left the Children of 

Israel slaves in Egypt, and that is 
where we begin with them today, They 
have been terribly treated, and are cry- 
ing to God to save them. Your first 
picture today must be Moses in his little 
ark of bulrushes. Every child can tell 
you about him, I am sure. They will 
know he went to live in the palace of 
Pharaoh, as the son of the princess, 

The next picture of Moses, if you can 
find or make one, would be a richly dressed 
young man fighting with an Egyptian. 
He killed him, and then had to flee for 
his life, away off into a desert country, 
where we next see him tending sheep. 

There are so many pictures you can 
give of Moses. One of the burning bush, 
when God called him to deliver Israel, 
and he didn’t want to do it. Then come 
those thrilling stories of the plagues 
God brought on Egypt. You could use 
a picture of Moses and Aaron, his 
brother. You should be able to find 
some pictures of the crossing of the Red 
Sea, the march through the Wilderness, 
and such subjects in old Sunday school 
picture rolls. There must be a picture 
of the two tables of stone on which were 
written the Ten Commandments. 

Give the children a regular travelogue 
of the journey to Canaan, telling the 
story, and using as many pictures as 
you can find. Some that I remember 
seeing are the quails flying in the camp, 
Moses striking the rock, the golden calf 
that Aaron set up. You should have 
a picture of the Tabernacle and the high 
priest. You may think you haven't time 
to use so many pictures, but you need 
not talk much about them. Just tell 
the children what they are. Remember, 
too, that most children today are used 
to seeing movies of one sort or another, 
and they read the story in the pictures. 

Almost the last picture for today is 
one of the spies coming back from Ca- 
naan. Don’t you remember that bunch 
of grapes that two men carried between 
them on a pole? Briefly tell the chil- 
dren how Israel failed to go into Canaan, 
and had to wander in the Wilderness for 
forty years, until those who had rejected 
God’s way were all dead. 

The end of this lesson shows the whole 
nation of Israe] ready to go over Jordan 
into Canaan. Moses bids them farewell, 
for God had told him he is not going 
into Cannan, because of a ‘sin he com- 
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~~ UPON THESE THINGS 


« In these times of doubt and uncer- 
tainty, we must mark well the 
things that have become common- 
place. A single atomic bomb could 
change the familiar New York 
skyline to a heap of smoldering 
rubble. Now more than ever before 
the people of New York City are in 
need of spiritual light and guidance. 
The New York Bible Society, since 
1809, has distributed more than 
32,710,491 Scriptures about the 
harbor and within the City of New 
York, the greatest city in the world. 
You too, can have an active part in 
this great work. A New York Bible 
Society Annuity Agreement is a 
positive Christian investment! Not 
only are you assured a regular in- 
come for life, but you will also 
know your funds are helping His 
work, These annuities require no 
supervision, are partly tax free, and 
are a truly Christian investment. 
Plan to “Invest Your Funds for 
God.” write today for our free 
descriptive booklet 


REV. D. J. FANT, GENERAL SECRETARY 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
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WEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept.17 

5 EAST 48TH STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 
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mitted; but Joshua, one of the spies who 
tried to urge the people to go in forty 
years before, is to be the new leader. 
He and Caleb, his companion spy, are 
the only ones who were grown forty 
years before, who are allowed to live 
to cross the Jordan now. 

This is a large lesson with a small 
scope of time, the lifetime of Moses, 
which the Bible tells us was 120 years. 
But so much happened in that time that 
it is a crowded lesson. Use just what 
you think best. These are only sugges- 
tions. The approximate date for the 
death of Moses is 1450 B.C. 

Don’t forget to put the Memory Verse 
or Golden Text on the roll with the pic- 
tures. You are building a panorama of 
Scripture that can be put on a wall and 
used for review over and over again, 
so put your best efforts into it. 

And as we have so often emphasized in 
this column, bring in the way of salva- 
tion every Sunday some way. Never 
let a child come into the class for just 
one Sunday without learning that the 
Lord Jesus Christ loves him, and died 
on the cross for him, and wants his love, 
In these troublous days, when families 
are moving hither and yon, it is a time 
of awful disturbance for children. So 
many of them feel their insecurity, and 
have no place of refuge. How they need 
to know the dear Lord Jesus, and know 
He loves them! 

I think the brightest spots in this aw- 
ful Korean war have been the reports 
twice of Korean children singing, “Jesus 
Loves Me.” Once it was in Seoul in the 
Salvation Army building while fighting 
Was on all around them. The other time 
was just recently, when a group of or- 
phans rescued largely by American sol- 
diers, were singing as they were shel- 
tered in an island of refuge. If knowing 
the Lord loves them can make children 
sing in such circumstances, surely we 
should never fail to tell them of the love 
Jesus has for the children. 


FELTON, CALIF, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1951 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

Where He Got It—Open thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law (Psa. 119:18, Golden 
Text). Roger W. Babson, the statistician, 
sent to his customers a leaflet entitled, 
“Essentials of Business Success.” They 
consisted entirely of the Ten Command- 
ments plus the “new commandment” 
given by Christ. Among the letters of 
acknowledgment that poured in frem all 
parts of the country was one from a 
Western businessman whose enthusiasm 
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could hardly be restrained. “I have 
never seen,” he wrote, “such a fine state- 
ment of the essentials for success. Where 
did you get it?”—From the Congregation- 
alist. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


A Blur to Unbelievers—Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law (Psa. 119:18, 
Golden Text). A young girl who had to 
get glasses at a very early age discovered 
an amazing thing. When she first put on 
her glasses, she just looked and looked and 
looked. This was her discovery. The 
trees were not made up of masses of 
green but of individual leaves. She had 
never known this before. She never had 
seen the pattern of leaves upon a tree 
—all had been a green blur. God’s 
Word, too, is just a blur to the eyes of 
our souls until God gives us spiritual 
spectacles to behold the wondrous things 
therein.—Original. Sent by Mrs. C. D. 
Willis, Cincinnati. 


How He Learned To Read.—Open thou 
mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law (Psa. 119:18, 
Golden Text). Sr. Duran, a faithful 
Chilean helper, “willing to endure any- 
thing, that the people might know 
Christ ... ,.” at one place ., . found a 
rebellious boy who had gone to school 
three years and never learned to read. 
“*Then Sr. Duran visited us,’ wrote his 
mother, ‘and we came in touch with the 
Gospel. Elian sat with eyes glued on 
him as he read and expounded Scrip- 
ture. He believed, and began to pray. 
The next day Sr. Duran rode away, and 
Elian, his chores done, sat down and 
began arduously to spell out the words 
of the little Gospel left with him. What 
he hadn't learned in three years he 
learned in three days—he learned to 
read.’”"—From Ernest Gordon, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Better Than All.—Then thou shalt say 
unto thy son, We were Pharaoh’s bond- 
men in Egypt; and the Lord brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand (Deut. 
6:21). 

He was better to me than all my hopes, 

He was better than all my fears; 
He made a bridge of my broken works, 
And a rainbow of my tears. 

The billows that guarded my sea-girt path 
But carried my Lord on their crest; 
When I dwell on the days of my wilder- 

ness march 
I can lean on His love for the rest. 

From A. S., in the King’s Business. 
Sent by Mrs, A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, 
Kans. 


His Greatest Investment.—And the 
Lord commanded us to do all these stat- 
utes, to fear the Lord our God, for our 
good always (Deut. 6:24). When John 
Wanamaker, the famous merchant, was 
eleven years old, he purchased a small 
red leather Bible for $2.75, paying for 
it in smali installments. Later he said 
of the purchase: “I have made large 
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purchases of property in my time involv- 
ing millions of dollars, but it was as a 
boy that I made my greatest purchase. 
That little red Book was the foundation 
on which my life has been built and has 
made possible all that has counted in my 
life. I know now that it was the great- 
est investment and the most important 
purchase I ever made.”—From Wesleyan 
Methodist. Sent by Mrs. A. J. Kling, 
Scotia, N. Y. 


Four Prisoners That Needed Release. 
—And the Lord commanded us to do all 
these statutes (Deut. 6:24). When Eliza- 
beth came to the throne she set free 
several prisoners. Presently some cour- 
tiers approached her with a petition. 
“Madam,” they said, “we have four pris- 
oners who deserve not to be kept locked 
up, and we humbly pray for their re- 
lease.” “Who are they?” demanded the 
Queen. “Their names are Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, your Majesty. 
They are kept shut up in the Greek lan- 
guage, whereas they should be abroad 
among the people.” The Queen com- 
manded they should be released that 
they might do service in the English 
tongue. How many people there are 
today who still keep them prisoners! 
Set the prisoners free !—From the Won- 
derful Word. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Redeeming the Time in Jail.—That ye 
may learn them (Deut. 5:1). When Mr. 
Bosshardt and Mr. Hayman were cap- 
tives held for ransom by the Communists 
in China in 1934, at one time they were 
put in a room where it was too dark 
to read or work. Mr. Bosshardt in his 
book, “The Restraining Hand,” recalls 
their occupation thus, “Most of our time 
was spent in prayer, and in the recalling 
of Scripture passages and hymns. We 
were able to recall about five hundred 
of these. As a memory aid we would 
recall as Many passages as possible on 
certain subjects, such as Sacrifice, holi- 
ness, love, long-suffering: first selecting 
those beginning with ‘A,’ then ‘B,’ and 
so on through the alphabet. Many happy 
moments were spent going through the 
names of the plants and animals and the 
proper names of the Bible by this same 
alphabetical aid."—Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Sussex, Eng. 


ye 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 300) 


1. The Egyptians did not build monu- 
ments to events which hurt national 
pride and prestige. 

2. Into three periods of forty years 
each: (a) as a prince in Egypt, (b) asa 
shepherd in the Wilderness, (c) as leader 
of God’s people. 

3. The second Law, or second giving 
of the Law. It is built from two Greek 
words, deuteros (second) and nomos 
(law). 

4. (a) God’s deliverance from Egypt 
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(Deut. 6: 20-23); (b) it is “for our good” 
(v. 24); (c) this makes for righteous- 
ness (v. 25). 

5. Leviticus 19:18. See Mark 12: 28-31, 

6. On the home (Deut. 6:7). 

7. The Cross. 

8. The mediatorship of Moses meant 
that the people could not draw nigh 
(Exod. 19:21-25); that of Jesus brings 
us nigh (Heb, 4:14-16). 

9. Its presence is a testimony that we 
are sinners (1 Tim. 1:9, 10); its precepts 
show up our misdeeds as transgressions 
(Rom. 7:13). 

10. See Philippians 3:9 and Romans 
8: 2-4, 

WHEATON, ILL, 

we 
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a“ -~_ 
Second Blessing” ? 
(Continued from second page) 
bearing in Christian service. Many 
Christians have entered into an utterly 
new experience and it appears to them 
truly a second blessing. This new ex- 
perience has been called by various 
names: the Spirit-controlled life, abun- 
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dant life, victorious life, consecrated life, 
surrendered life, sanctified life. A Chris- 
tian should live in victory, but the New 
Testament does not tell Christians to 
seek these experiences as a second work 
of grace. 

When a man takes Christ as his own 
personal Saviour, he is born of the Spirit 
(John 1:12, 13; 3:5, 8); he has the wit- 
ness of the Spirit (Rom. 8:16; Gal. 4:6); 
he is indwelt by the Spirit (1 Cor. 3:16; 
6:19; Rom. 8:9); he is baptized by the 
Spirit into the body of Christ (1 Cor. 
12:13). Now this Christian is to walk 
in the Spirit (Gal. 5:25), living his life 
in the fullness of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 
5:18), bearing the fruit of the Spirit 
(Gal, 5:22, 23), and exercising the gifts 
of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12:1, 4, 7). 

There are Christians who are defeated, 
not living this New Testament life of 
victory, either because of their igno- 
rance of God’s plan to live by the power 
of the Spirit, or because of lack of sur- 
render at some point, or because of lack 
of faith. If this is the case, there is 
needed a crisis, and nct alone the growth 
in grace and in the knowledge of the 
Lord which is so important for every 
Christian. Romans 6, 7, 8 are the three 
chapters that deal specially with God's 
grace abounding for Christians. Here we 
have the three reasons for defeat: failure 
to “know,” or to “yield,” or to “reckon,” 
and the need of a crisis. This crisis, as 
Dr. Griffith Thomas aptly expressed it, 
is to be followed by a process, a process 
of abiding in Christ and making use of 
all of the means of grace. 

When God gave us Christ, with Him 
He freely gave us all things, and He 
gave us the Holy Spirit to take the things 
of Christ and make them real. Our part, 
then, is to appropriate what is already 
ours as born-again believers, 
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Children at Home 
No Beggar Bowl for Allah Din 


By Mabel C. Stewart 


WISH, swoosh! Swish, swoosh! 

Alleah Din listened. Although he 
could not see, he knew the “Swish, 
swoosh” meant his father was water- 
ing the roadway in front of the girls’ 
school. He knew his father had filled 
the goatskin at the creaking well, and 
now, with the filled goatskin slung over 
his shoulder, was swish-swooshing the 
water out of the neck of the skin, hold- 
ing it so that the water could be directed 
as he willed it. 

Allah Din ran in the direction of the 
noise. He liked to dig his bare toes 
into the deep dust, and to feel the scat- 
tering drops of water on his legs. 

“May a srake bite vcu! Get out of 
the way!” shouted Alleh Din’s father. 

Now, Allah Din’s father really didn’t 
want a snake to bite his lit‘le son. He 
loved him dearly. Perhaps he spoke 
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thoughtlessly because he did love him, 
and was worried about him, for Allah 
Din was blind; and what was there for 
a blind child to look forward to in 
Pakistan? 

“A blind boy isn’t worth even as much 
as two girls,” his friends told Allah Din’s 
father. Mohammedan men think girls 
are not worth much of anything. 

“Whatever will you do with him?” the 
men asked. “Of course, he can always 
beg.” 

That was the trouble. Allah Din’s 
father earned an honest living as gar- 
dener and water carrier here at the Miss 
Sahib’s school for girls. He didn’t want 
his son to grow up to be a beggar. He 
remembered those wretched, dirty men 
with matted hair and tightly clutched 
beggar bowls, whom he often saw sit- 
ting along the roadside. 

“In the name of Allah, give!” they 
would cry, calling names after anyone 
who did not drop something into their 
bowls. 

“No! My son shall not be like one 
of these!” said Allah Din’s father. 

But here Allah Din was, in the way, 
as usual. His father shouted again, “Get 
out of the way, worthless one!” 

Allah Din scampered far enough ahead 
to be out of the way, yet so he could 
dig his toes into the deep, warm dust. 

He himself didn’t worry very much 
about what would become of him. Of 
course he didn’t like to hear the men 
say he was of no use. Nor did he like 
to hear about the beggars. He wasn’t 
unhappy. His mother saw that he got 
plenty to eat, and his father let him 
play around in the garden. Now he 
dug his toes into the dust, well ahead 
of his father, who was sprinkling water 
from the goatskin to lay the dust in 
front of the Miss Sahib’s school. He 
must be coming near the gate. Allah 
Din could hear the children playing in- 
side the schoolyard. They were singing: 

With a hop, and a skip, and a jump, 

And a jump, and a hop, and a skip, 

Up and down, we go to town, 

Watch out! We almost trip ! 
(Clap, clap.) 

The tune was catchy, and Allah Din 
joined in the hopping, and skipping, and 
jumping, clap, clap — outside the school 
gate, of course. It was fun. 

“Oh, look !” someone was saying from 
inside the gate. “It’s little Allah Din 
—the blind one. Bua, may we ask him 
in to play with us?” 

“Yes, of course,” answered Bua, “if 
his father will let him come.” 

“Run along,” said Allah Din’s father, 
“only keep out of the way —if you can.” 

The little girls took Allah Din’s hands, 
and taught him how to hop, skip, and 
jump in time with the music. Soon, 
however, a bell rang. 

“We have to go now,” the schoolgirls 
said. “Come back tomorrow, and we'll 
play some more.” 

Often, then, when Allah Din heard 
the children playing in the playground, 
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he would run to the school gate, which 
someone would open for him. Some- 
times a teacher would be there, to teach 
new games, and sometimes the Miss 

Sahib would come. She would always 
stop and speak to him. 

“How are you today, Allah Din?” she 
would ask. 

“Happy and well, Lady,” Allah Din 
would reply. 

Sometimes the Miss Sahib would ask 
him to come to her house. There he 
would sit cross-legged on the carpet, 
while the Miss Sahib got him a piece of 
candy, or a big lump of sticky brown 
sugar, or a banana. He drew his hand 
over the carpet. He liked to feel its 
smoothness. He did not know it, but 
this was a very cheap cotton carpet on 
the Miss Sahib’s floor. In Allah Din’s 
home there was no carpet at all. 

Sometimes Allah Din was allowed to 
go into the classroom with some of the 
girls, to hear stories from a Book. 

“Now, let us all be very quiet,” the 
teacher would say, “while I read from 
God’s Word.” 

Allah Din liked to hear best the stories 
about a Man named Jesus, who healed 
sick people, and who loved little chil- 
dren. Why, He even gave sight to the 
blind! Allah Din told his father about 
Him. 

“That is the prophet Isa,” said Allah 
Din’s father. “A good man. Our Prophet 
Mohammed tells about him in our holy 
book, the Koran.” 

One day another little boy sat beside 
Allah, Din in this school for girls. He 
was blind, too. His name was Peter, 
and he was the son of one of the Chris- 
tian evangelists. His aunt was a teacher 
in this school, and Peter had come to 
live with her. 

“I wish we could teach the boys to 
read,” said the missionary. 

“Why not?” asked one of the younger 
teachers. “In my summer vacation I 
could go to a school for the blind, and 
learn Braille.” 

“Then you could teach it here, and 
these blind-boys could learn to read.” 

This, then, is how the class for blind 
children was started. Besides Allah Din 
and Peter, other children came, for there 
are many blind children in Pakistan. 
They were taught to move their fingers 
across the raised letters on the pages 
of the big books, as they learned to read 
for themselves about Jesus, who healed 
the sick, and loved little children, and 
gave His life for us all. 

Allah Din’s father looked on, and lis- 
tened proudly, as Allah Din would read 
with his fingers. Why, he _ himself 
couldn’t read, even with two good eyes. 

“Father !” called Allah Din, running 
home from school one day. “Do you 
know what the Miss Sahib says? She 
says our hands must do the work of our 
eyes, and she is going to get someone 
to teach us to do many things with our 
hands — like weaving carpets. Maybe 
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I'll learn to make a carpet like the Miss 
Sahib has in her house !” 

“Son,” said his father, with great joy 
in his heart, “if you learn to do useful 
work like that, you need never hold a 
beggar bowl. Listen carefully, and work 
hard.” 

“Oh, I will,” promised Allah Din. “Do 
you know, I think it is because these 
people love Jesus that they are doing 
what He did—helping everyone, even 
blind children. Do the Mohammedans 
do that, Father?” 

Allah Din’s father was thoughtful. 
“I’m afraid not, Son,” he said. “Perhaps, 
as you say, it is because these people 
love Jesus, that they try to do as He 
did.” 

New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, April 22 
God’s Work Expands Through His 
Church (Acts 8:4-6; 14:1-7; 15:22, 
23; 19:4-10, 17-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

FE HAVE seen in the last two weeks 

how the Holy Spirit worked 
through Peter and Paul. However, get- 
ting the Gospel to the uttermost parts 
of the earth was far too urgent to be 
confined to two individuals. All be- 
lievers were to be witnesses for Christ, 
and the whole of the early Christian 
chutch was to be used, not merely 
Peter and Paul. In 1 Corinthians 12: 
12-31, where all believers are likened to 
a physical body, we read, “For the body 
is hot one member, but many. ... If 
the whole bedy were an eye, where were 
the hearing? If the whole were hear- 
ing. where were the smelling?” (vs. 14,17.) 
And so, as we read on through the Book 
of Acts, we find mentioned the names 
of many other believers, such as Barna- 
bas, Silas, Luke, John Mark, Timothy, 
Lydia, Aquila, and Priscilla, all of whom 
were used in one way or another by the 
Holy Spirit in spreading the Gospel. 
In addition, there are many whose nathes 
ate not given, but who, nevertheless, 
were just as definitely used by the Holy 
Spirit to make Christ known. 

oe 


Right here is a good place to draw 
attention to the methods that were used 
to get the early church on the move. 
In the beginning many of the believers 
seemed to be satisfied to settle down in 
Jerusalem .and enjoy the Christian fel- 
lowship with other believers. Then the 
Lord permitted persecution to come. As 
a result, we read that the believers 
“were scattered abroad,” and that they 
“went every where preaching the word” 
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(Acts 8:4). This scattering of believers 
continued until in Acts 11 we read, “Now 
they which were scattered abroad upon 
the persecution that arose about Stephen 
travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, 
and Antioch, preaching the word to none 
but unto the Jews only” (Acts 11:19). 

Meanwhile, Peter had carried the Gos- 
pel to the Gentiles in the home of Cor- 
nelius, and later there came a great in- 
gathering at Antioch which led to the 
sending of Barnabas to that city and 
later the bringing of Paul from Tarsus 
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commonly uscU 


mote disease, disability 
that any other cause of ill } 
which is wholly in the power of the 
individual to prevent and avoid 
Perhaps the most important of all 
the positive statement that no evi- 
dence of improvement in human 
health has so far been found to result 
from the use of alcohol in the nor 
mal human being 

—-Haven Emerson, M.D. 
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Send $1 for a large supply of many fine 
tracts and booklets. 


Back to God Tract Committee 
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down to Antioch to help in the rapidly 
increasing church there. It was not long 
after this that the great missionary jour- 
neys of Paul and Barnabas and Paul and 
Silas began. These took them through 
Asia Minor, and eventually into Greece 
and Macedonia. 
oe 
It is important to note that these men 


made no effort to settle down in any 
one place and set up a great church or- 
ganization. As soon as there was a 


little group of Christians gathered to- 
gether in any key city, Paul and his 
companions moved on to another place 
and began to form a little group of be- 
lievers there. The believers that were 
left behind carried on their own work, 
reaching out into near-by towns and 
regions with the preaching of the Gos- 
pel until a sizable Christian body had 
been formed. All this was done with- 
out the financial aid of any central home 
agency. On the contrary, we read of 
many cases where these outlying groups 
of Christians or “churches” contributed 
to the needs of the church in Jerusalem, 
ge 

It is important also in this study of 
the Holy Spirit’s working through the 
early church to notice that the way was 
not always smooth. In spite of the fact 
that the believers whom the Holy Spirit 
was using were obedient and faithfully 
preached Christ, there was often bitter 
opposition and sometimes bodily injury. 
Yet, the believers did not become. dis- 
couraged and conclude that no further 
effort should be made to win men for 
Christ. . 

The plan generally followed was to 
preach the Gospel, first to the Jews, 
who had a background of the Old Testa- 
ment Scriptures, and who should have, 
therefore, been prepared to receive the 
news that Jesus of Nazareth was their 
Messiah. When the opposition of the 
Jews in any one place became too great 
to permit further progress, the disciples 
then turned to the Gentiles. In most 
cases, some of the Jews who had turned 
away from the Gospel, succeeded in stir- 
ring up trouble among the Gentiles, and 
when this occurred, the apostles moved 
on, leaving a little group of believers to 
carry on further work. Now and then, 
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God granted to the apostles the encour- 
agement of winning key people, or whole 
grcups such as the Scripture-searching 
group at Berea and the magic workers 
at Ephesus, but there were many 
stonings, and beatings, and imprison- 
ments that made the way difficult. 


also 


6) 


r 


One great truth that we can learn from 
these believers and missionaries of the 
early church is that no persecution or 
difficulty was able to draw them away 
from the central message that Jesus of 
Nazareth is the Son of God and the Sav- 
iour of the world, and that men can be 


saved only by acknowledging and con- 
fessing Him, Not once was their message 
altered or shaded in any way to avoid 


possible personal danger or disfavor or 
to win personal success or mere approval 
of men. 
PHILADELPHIA, 
w 


With the New Books 


Any of these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service. 1721 Spring Garden Street, 
Philadelphia 30. With each order 
of less than $3, please include 
10 cents additional; and with each 
order of $3 or over, please include 
20 cents additional for handling costs. 





Chats from a Minister’s Library. By 
Wilbur M. Smith, D.D. (W. A. Wilde 
Co., Boston 16; $2.50.) Out of Dr. Smith’s 
personal library of over 14,000 volumes, 
and from his research in other libraries, 
have come these nineteen conversational 


essays on a variety of interesting sub- 
jects. Ten were given over WMBI— 
and Dr. Smith talks of publishing three 
or four more similar volumes. Here 
one may stroll about, as it were, in a 
kind of Christian, literary “curiosity 
shop,” finding inspiration, instruction, 
and wholesome entertainment. Here 
the reader will find the great story of 


Sir James Simpson and his discovery of 
chloroform, through a train of thought 
started by Genesis 2:21, 22; how to find 
printed sermons on any text; extensive 
quotations from Simon Greenleaf on the 
dependability of the four Gospels; de- 
lightful and soul-refreshing pages from 
Dr. Alexander Whyte’s writings; valu- 


able notes from the margins of Dr. 
Smith’s Bible; inspiring glimpses of 


Matthew Henry’s well-ordered and fruit- 
ful iife: an exhaustive treatise on Paul's 
request to Timothy that he bring “the 
books, especially the parchments”: a 
whole chapter on William Lyon Phelps, 
his skill as a great professor of English, 
and his remarkable testimonies to Christ 
and the Word of God; the nefarious 
workings of rationalism; notable Chris- 
tian testimonies in Congress one hun- 
dred years ago; and finally—and Dr. 
Smith’s friends would rather expect this 
—a chapter on “Some Books That Need 
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Lesson for April 22 


to Be Written.” Here, for instance, is 
good advice from Dr. Whyte: “Read 
the very best bocks, and on’ the very 
best. and ever better and better the 
older you grow. Be more and more 
select, and fastidious, and refined, in 
your books and in your companions as 
old age draws cn, and death with old 
age.” In this latest of his six or eight 
books (besides his annual volume of 
“Peloubet’s Select Notes” and other 
books that he has edited), Dr. Smith is 
more than ever like the “scribe which 
is instructed unto the kingdom of 
heaven,” who in turn “is like unto a 
man that is an householder, which 
bringeth forth out of his treasure things 
new and old” (Matt. 13:52). 


Jungle Doctor Attacks Witchcraft. 
Jungle Doctor Series No, 4. By Paul 
White. (Paternoster Press, Ludgate 


House, Fleet Street, London E. C. 4; 
3/6.) A small African bcy was brought 
to the hospital in Tanganyika, East Af- 
rica, by his mother, who grieved be- 
cause of his illness and_ blindness. 
“Bwana,” as the good white doctor was 
called, restored the boy’s vision, but 
found his case to be badly entangled 
with the very prevalent witchcraft. How 
the white doctor and his trained Chris- 
tian native helpers met and overcame 
almost unbelievable difficulties, bringing 
healing to diseased bodies and light to 
darkened souls, is a wonderful tale. The 
native wit and sense of humor are 
brought out frequently, making delight- 
ful reading, but. better still, there is 
the marvelous skill with which the mes- 
sage of the Gospe! is taught and demon- 
strated in a missionary hospital. The 
book is abundantly illustrated in black 
and white sketches, and is based on the 
actual experiences of a missionary doc- 
tor. 


Pioneering for God in Bleeding China. 
By Fred J. Meldau. (The Christian Vic- 
tory Pub. Co., 2909 Umatilla St., Denver 
11; art stock cover, $1: cloth, $1.50.) Few 
living persons have had more experiences 
with bandits than Herman Becker of 
the Liebenzell Mission. In one year he 
was held up by bandits twenty-four 
times, and on many other occasions his 
life hung in the balance. In reading 
this thrilling account of the almost forty 
years he and his wife have labored in 
war-torn China, one is amazed at the 
courage and God-given wisdom of this 
intrepid missionary, as he debates with 
his captors, preaches the Gospel to them, 
or thwarts their evil designs. One’s 
heart is stirred to the depths with grati- 
tude and wonder at the power and faith- 
fulness of God and the marvelous an- 
swers to prayer. Mingled with the stories 
of the missionaries are the almost 
equally surprising and blessed accounts 
of God’s grace and power in the hearts 
and lives of the Chinese Christians. It 
is safe to say that ne one could read 
this absorbing and well-written book 
without receiving a blessing. 
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Child’s Treasure Book of Fireside 
Tales. By Ken Anderson. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., 
$1.50.) Gallo and Taria’s parents were 
very poor, and it was necessary for them 
to work hard in the fields for even the 
little they had. But there was a wish- 
ing well not too far from their home, 
and there they went, when they could 
slip away, to wish for wealth and the 
happiness that wealth could bring — 
and they found the answer in the well! 
Then there is a story about the Village 
of Nowhere, and the remarkable way in 
which God changed that town to the 
“Village of Somewhere.” And there is 
a tale of the fiddler who changed his 
tune because of a little girl who was too 
ill even to go to the window. Each of 
the eight stcries is just the kind of story 
that will not only fascinate boys and 
girls but will make them want to be 
better Christians. The book is attrac- 
tively bound in brown board covers with 
gold title, and it has a gift jacket, 


Knowing the Scriptures. By Arthur T. 
Pierson. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $3.95.) A spiritual giant 
of the nineteenth century, Dr. A. T. 
Pierson had an extraordinary knowl- 
edge of the Bible, a knowledge inspired 
by profound love for revealed truth. 
In this reprinted theological classic, that 
amazing knowledge is, very fortunately, 
once again made available for twentieth- 
century Christians. Here, in fact, is a 
priceless thesaurus of insight, learning, 
and suggestion, revealing, to quote Pier- 
son himself out of context, an “astonish- 
ing acquaintance with God and the 
things of God” (p. 69). The matchless 
analysis of some overused texts (pp. 
113-117), the outline of all that is in- 
volved in “the putting away of sin” (p. 
150), the delineation of the self-life (pp. 
316, 317) —to mention only a few spe- 
cific subjects—will make the reader 
exclaim with the Psalmist, “I re- 
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Jack W yrtzen, director of the Word of Life Fellow- 
ship and Television broadcast; and Gil Dodds, 
world-famed athlete now in the Christian ministry 
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PRAY — for God’s blessing on this 
Crusade. SHARE — that the preaching and distri- ‘ 
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joice at thy Word, as one that findeth 
great spoil.” Of special interest to many 
will be chapter 43, dealing with “Mis- 
understandings and Perversions of Scrip- 
ture.” Moreover, in view of the tendency 
to attach an undue importance to the 
Pauline Epistles, Pierson’s emphasis 
upon the significance of the Johannine 
writings (pp. 277-279) will prove salu- 
tary. Of course some of his opinions will 
fail to win everyone’s endorsement. No 
doubt some of his “laws” of exegesis 
—that of “first mention,” for example 
— must be applied quite elastically. No 
doubt, too, his reliance upon numerics 
will not be universally approved. And 
no doubt, also, his interpretations may 
occasionally seem far-fetched (cf. pp. 
56, 288ff). But, notwithstanding such 
minor points, this is a work which will 
assuredly help every interested Chris- 
tian draw more copiously from the liv- 
ing water of God’s Word. 
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The “Miracle Dollar’’ Multiplies 


AST October 25, when two sealed bids 

were submitted to the court in Provi- 
dence, R. I., for the valuable property 
known as the Barrington Campus, the 
astonished judge read the following 
figures: 

Order of the Brothers of the 

Sacred Heart of New England $331,000 

Providence Bible Institute 331,001 
That is, the Providence Bible Institute 
had offered one dollar more — the “mir- 
acle dollar.” 

An initial payment of $181,001 had to 
be made by January 15. In answer to 
prayer, funds came in, the payment has 
been made, and title to the property has 
been secured, according to Dr. Howard 
W. Ferrin, president of the Providence 
Bible Institute. 

Because of the unusual growth of the 
school, the Trustees last spring an- 
nounced a campaign for $1,000,000. It 
is hoped that the balance of the pur- 
chase price — $150,000 — may be obtained 
by the end of the school’s Golden An- 
niversary Year on May 5, 1951. This will 
be the first major goal in the million 
dollar campaign. Bible conferences to 
be held in the new property have been 
scheduled for the months of July and 
August. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the _ International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 16 to 22 
Mon.—Exodus 14:15-20. 
The Children of Israel Go Forward. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Speak unto the 
children of Israel, that they go forward.” 
The new nation was on her pilgrimage 
to the Promised Land and her divinely 
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ordered course was “forward.” We, too, 
must go onward if we are in the way of 
righteousness. Spiritual progress is hin- 
dered now as of old by putting good 
things in the place of obedience, Moses’ 
prayer was out of place when he substi- 
tuted it for actions God called upon him 
and the people to perform. The call to 
advance in God’s ways must have our 
immediate obedience. Pray for the eight 
million sixty-one thousand people of 
Peru (S.A.). 


Tues.—Exodus 14:21-25. 
The Red Sea Crossed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And the children 
of Israel went into the midst of the sea 
upon the dry ground: and the waters 
were a wall unto them on their right 
hand, and on their left.” The crossing 
through the Red Sea on dry land was to 
Israel a continual miracle. The power 
of God that divided the sea kept the 
walls of water in place until all were 
safely on the other shore. Our salva- 
tion from sin and Satan and hell is an 


everlasting salvation. The author of it 
is also the Gnishe r of our faith. And 
the Saviour’s “precious blood shall never 


lose its power, till all the ransomed 
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Church of God be saved, to sin no more.” 
Pray for the million two hundred sev- 
enty thousand people of Paraguay. 


Wed.—Exodus 14:26-31. 
The Egyptian Hosts Destroyed. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All the host of 
Pharaoh that came into the sea after 
them; there remained not so much as 
one of them.” The whole nation of Egypt 
was sacrificed to save Israel. “I gave 
Egypt for thy ransom” (Isa, 43:3). He 
will sacrifice many other peoples prior 
to setting up His Kingdom of the heavens 
on earth with its capital at Jerusalem. 
Of course none has the right to charge 
God foolishly for executing His wrath 
upon His enemies: All are under the 
sentence of death: but those who tread 
underfoot the Son of God and count His 
blood as an unholy thing and have done 
despite to the Spirit of grace must taste 
of the wine of the wrath of God. Psalm 
2 tells this truth briefly. It is a fearful 
thing to fight against God. Pray for the 
two million or more people in Palestine. 


Thurs.—Exodus 15:1, 2, 11-13, 20, 21. 
The Song of Moses and Miriam. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And Miriam an- 
swered them, Sing ye to the Lord, for 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the 
sea.” Moses and Israel sang an anthem 
of praise and Miriam’s solo part sum- 
med up the story of divine deliverance 
of Israel from Pharaoh. We, too, have 
a song of deliverance to learn. Practice 
praise now, and always at prayers, and 
especially in times of trouble, and then 
when your stammering tongue is 
loosened in your spiritual body, loud 
will be your doxologies. Pray for the mil- 
lion one hundred seventy-three thousand 
people of Nicaragua (most of whom are 
half-castes and aboriginal Indians). 


Fri.—Deuteronomy 6:1-9. 
An Exhortation to Obedience. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Now these are 
the commandments, the statutes, and the 
judgments, which the Lord your God 
commanded.” Obedience to the Law 
and to the Gospel is clearly defined in 
the Scriptures. And apart from obeying 
God a person has no public or even per- 
sonal proof of love to God. Our Lord 
said, “If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments” (John 14:15). “Love is the ful- 
filling of the law.” Israel failed under 
Moses, and many who profess faith fail 
under Christ. Obedience to God is our 
only proof that faith is genuine. We 
show our faith by that love which fulfills 
all righteousness. Pray for the more than 
one-half million people of Panama, 


Sat—Deuteronomy 6:20-25. 
Children Taught of Great Deliverance. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What mean the 
testimonies, and the statutes, and the 
judgments, which the Lord our God hath 
commanded you?” Children are keen 
in their quest of knowledge. They take 
rapidly to that form of knowledge which 
causeth them to err. And unless fathers 
and mothers have answers to their chil- 
dren's Bible questions they will play into 
the wicked hands of the Devil. There 
is no duty more neglected by parents 
than that of inculcating Ged’s Word in 
little minds and explaining its meaning 
to them. The evils of our day are largely 
due to this neglect. Pray for Madagas- 
car’s over four million inhabitants, 


Sun.—Psalm 136:1, 2, 10-15. 

Thanks for God’s Goodness to Israel. 
SuccestTions: “To him that 
smote Egypt and brought Israel 
from among them , , , divided the Red 
sea into parts . . . and made Israel to 
pass through the midst of it.” God's 
wonderful works are to be remembered 
and also to be related to the rising gen- 
eration that they might know His mercy 
which endureth forever. As godly Is- 
raelites sang historical psalms to one 
another, let us also sing of the redeeming 
love of God in Christ. Let us keep one 
another in remembrance of the Lord, and 
encourage faith in Him and in His might, 
Pray for Labrador’s Eskimo and white 
population of about five thousand, 


PRAYER 
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are the forces of ~ 


Brute Materialisna 


taking over? 
Grave peril faces America today. We 
are surrounded by the relentless forces 
of a system that holds half of the world 
in cruel servitude — a system whose 
opposition to religion has become a 
religion in itself. 
lragically enough, the same ideas that 
motivate the inhuman march of Com- 
munism have taken root on our own 
soil: the idea that man is essentially 
an animal — that morality is a myth, 
and sin the illusion of a neurotic mind; 
the idea that man’s greatest need is 
for material things —that his terrible 
longing for security can be met by 
free medical care or old-age pensions! 
You'll find such theories cropping up 
in all sorts of unlikely places — perhaps 
even in your Sunday School literature. 
In such insidious fashion do those who 
have forsaken the faith of our fathers 
wreak havoc in the hearts of our 
children. 
In this day of apostasy, the ALL-BIBLE 
GRADED SERIES of Sunday School 
Lessons stands staunchly for the in- 
spiration of the Bible, and _ stresses 
personal acceptance of Christ as Lord 
and Saviour. To give your children 
faith in God and assurance of eternal 
life through faith in Christ, use ALL- 
BIBLE lessons. 
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Academy and Science Hall en- 
trances, facing the campus and a 
vista of beautiful valleys and hills. 


Below, a regular class session; also 
the pillared entrance of Luckey 
Memorial Hall, which houses the 
Willard Houghton Library, and the 
College administrative offices. 


1 HOUGHTON student recently re- bo 
marked: “You're not here long be- 
ore you begin to love the place. 


It's hard to explain. Maybe it’s the : 
people, maybe it’s the atmosphere. 4 be 
jae 







But whatever it is, you love it.” 


— 


T all seasons of the year, HOUGHTON’S environment is 

lovely. Located among the rugged hills of western New 

York, and with the historic Genesee Valley stretching 
away in full view, the locale charms the visitor at all times. In 
summer, the quiet, restful atmosphere of the institution is 
unusually conducive to study. 


At HOUGHTON, the Summer School is an integral unit of the 
College. Its work stands on a par in every way with that of the 


\ regular school year, and is fully accredited by the Middle 

| States Association of Colleges. An increasing number of 

\ teachers, pastors, and professional workers have found it pro- 
\ fitable to spend the summer at HOUGHTON. Indeed during 
4 


| the present emergency it will be possible to earn a full semester 
» — of college credit in summer school at HOUGHTON. 


Why not spend a restful and profitable summer in 
HOUGHTON? The interesting little booklet “Glimp- 
sing HOUGHTON”, shown herewith, is yours for a 
postal request. Address Dept. S. 


Tjoughton € 


HOUGHTON, N.Y. 
om ee 
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